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Ancient items, modern wonder
A display includes pieces of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
By NICK JOHNSON.Times Staff Writer
Published August 12, 2007

The pastor of a prison outreach ministry recently visited a St. Petersburg church with what may be part of the most
significant archaeological find for people of the Christian , Jewish and Islamic faiths .
The Rev. Thom Miller of Special Visit Ministry exhibited a small collection of religious antiquities, including what he
said were two fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls, at the Suncoast Cathedral on Wednesday for a group of church
members and the media.
The Dead Sea Scrolls are a collection of about 900 documents discovered in Khirbet Qumran caves in Israel by
Bedouin herders and later by archaeologists in 1947.
They include manuscripts of almost every book in the Hebrew Bible as well as a number of sectarian scrolls, but the
biblical writings are the ones of greatest significance.
"For people of Christian faith it substantiates that the Bible isn't just a book that somebody wrote down ," Pastor Tim
Suddreth of the Suncoast Cathedral said .
That's because the biblical scrolls are 1,000 years older than any other known biblical writings , about 21/2 centuries
older than the birth of Christ.
Special Visit Ministry was started by Miller, who says he found salvation while spending eight years in a maximum
security prison after a life of crime and doing the mob's dirty work .
Now he does prison outreach work in Mansfield, Ohio, where his ministry is based, and in jails and prisons throughout
the country.
Miller said one of the fragments was anonymously donated to the ministry and the other was on loan from a group of
physicians from New Jersey.
He plans to return to the Suncoast Cathedral in October with another Dead Sea Scrolls fragment that is held by the
Ashland Theological Seminary and a more extensive exhibit of religious artifacts.
The Dead Sea Scrolls are actually a collection of more than 100,000 fragments that have been pieced together by
archaeologists.
The San Diego Natural History Museum is displaying Dead Sea Scrolls on loan from the Israeli Antiquities Authority ,
wh ich holds most of the scrolls.
Dr. Russell Fuller, a professor at the U.,niversity of San Diego,

f:.,n
~,:u..:.~,,::.
:; e,____:_1.._ exhibit at the museum

and edited a number of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

"'-....:

He said bits of the artifacts have become privately owned over the years .
"There are some small fragments in private hands in the U.S. and Europe, so it's conceivable that they could have a
fragment," Fuller said . "If you have the resources and you have the contacts , it's possible that you could buy yourself a
piece of Dead Sea Scroll."
Although the fragment that is held by Ashland Theological Seminary didn't make this trip , Dr. Kenneth Walther, who
curates the collection , said the seminary would happily loan its fragment to Miller.

2 of3

8/ 13/2007 lC

http://www.sptimes.com/2007 /08/ 12/news_pf/Neighborhood times/A ..

Walther said the school's fragment is tiny but is an authentic piece of the Dead Sea Scrolls that was purchased from
the private collection of a European Roman Catholic priest.
The other pieces in Miller's collection were authenticated by Lee Biondi, a self-professed expert appraiser and private
dealer in ancient religious texts, who says he learned most of his trade while working in the field.
Biondi said Miller's pieces were real but likely not very significant, despite the spiritual importance people associate
with the discovery of the scrolls .
"Although they're not substantial physically, clearly they have a huge talismanic effect and religious importance,"
Biondi said, pointing out how the scrolls helped validate biblical writings for many people.
Regardless of the authenticity of the fragments , it's hard to deny the mystique surrounding the name Dead Sea
Scrolls.
"That captured the public's imagination in a way that no other manuscript discovery ever did ," Biondi said.
Nick Johnson can be reached at nickiohnson@sptimes.com or 893-8361 .
If you go
Display to return
The Special Visit Ministry plans to return to the Suncoast Cathedral, at 2300 62nd Ave. N, with its complete collection
Oct. 7-15. The exhibit will be free and open to the public.

© 2007 • All Rights Reserved • St. Petersburg Times
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California News
Mother's immigration cause continues in Mexico after
deportation
By ELLIOT SP AGAT
The Associated Press
TIJUANA, Mexico
For the past year, Elvira Arellano has promoted an overhaul of U.S. immigration laws from inside a
Chicago church, where the illegal immigrant sought refuge to avoid being separated from her
U.S.-bom son.
Now, after being deported Sunday by U.S . immigration officials, she is trying to stir sympathy from
within her native Mexico.
She huddled less than 24 hours later with about a dozen activists to plan her next steps in Tijuana, just
across the border from San Diego and only about 100 miles from where she says she entered the
United States illegally in 1997. Her plans included a talk-radio show appearance Tuesday, a news
conference at City Hall on Thursday and a rally Sept. 12.
"I have a fighting spirit, and I'm going to continue to fight," Arellano, 32, said outside the second-floor
apartment where she is living with a friend. Her 8-year-old son Saul will stay in Chicago with his
godmother.
Arellano's supporters liken her to Rosa Parks, who sparked the civil rights movement, and Dolores
Huerta, who co-founded United Farm Workers of America. Outsiders say that's a stretch and note that
she cannot yet stake claim to any change in U.S . policy.
While some Americans sympathize with Arellano, who held low-wage jobs as a single mother, others
consider her a trespasser.
Peter Nunez, a former federal prosecutor who teache
niversity of San Diego,
called Arellano's campaign a media-driven effort tha1'-~"ft'l'l"T1"!!rfflim"miie;'°c~ame to the United States
illegally and chose to have a child.
"She and her sympathizers expect America to absolve her of her misconduct because she had a kid,"
he said. "Fine, take your kid back with you . That's what mothers do."
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Arellano tells a story that is, in many ways, typical of the estimated 12 million illegal immigrants
currently living in the United States.
In 1997, she left Maravatio, a town in Mexico's western state of Michoacan, where she earned the
equivalent of $30 a week as a secretary. Her parents still run a variety store there.
She worked for a year at an electronics factory in Reynosa, across the border from McAllen, Texas,
making $60 for six days a week. Then she hired a smuggler to walk her across the border near
Calexico, Calif.
"It's very difficult to find work with a dignified salary (in Mexico)," she said in an interview. "I made
a decision to seek a better future in the United States, to have a better life and better work."
Arellano lived for three years in Yakima, Wash., where she worked at a laundromat, cared for children .
and gave birth to her only child. She moved to Chicago in 2000, where she made $6.50 an hour
cleaning airplanes for a contractor at O'Hare International Airport until her arrest in an immigration
sting in 2002. She earned about $1,000 a month cleaning houses as her case wound through
immigration courts.
When she was scheduled to surrender to immigration authorities, she took refuge Aug. 15, 2006 at the
Adalberto United Methodist Church in Chicago. She left there last week for a publicity tour that took
her to California where immigration authorities arrested her near a Los Angeles church. She was
swiftly deported.
Within Mexico, Arellano plans to campaign for legal status for illegal immigrants in the United States
and against stepped-up enforcement by U.S . immigration authorities, which has caused many families
to be separated, including hers.
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement has deported 149,376 people from Oct. 1 to June 18,
mainly by targeting homes, offices and factories . That's on pace to match last year's total of nearly
200,000 and far higher than the annual tallies in the early part of this decade.
Arellano's son, who briefly visited his mother in Tijuana, joined his godmother Emma Lozano and the
Rev. Walter Coleman, pastor of the Chicago church, to meet with an aide to Rep . Zoe Lofgren,
D-Calif., in San Jose Tuesday. The boy, looking bewildered before a crush of television cameras and
microphones, did not speak with reporters.
The boy will travel to Washington, D.C., for a Sept. 12 demonstration, said Lozano, who criticized
U.S . immigration authorities.
"They had no consideration for her child or any child," Lozano said.
Raul Yzaguirre, former president of National Council for La Raza, the nation's largest Hispanic civil
rights organization, said Arellano should focus less on changing public policy and more on her
personal circumstances.
"She needs some coaching but I think she has the potential to be an icon for the humanity and the
human tragedy," said Yzaguirre, who teaches community development and civil rights at Arizona
State University.
Arellano would have been in a better position to influence the American public from inside the
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Chicago church than from Mexico, Yzaguirre said. Tijuana activist Victor Clark Alfaro, who
welcomed Arellano to his office Monday night, agreed.
"The hope is on the U.S . side where you have access to members of Congress and you can lobby,"
Clark said. "She can't have much impact on the Mexican side, but she has no alternative."
Arellano has inspired the New Sanctuary Movement, which is arranging church accommodations for
illegal immigrants nationwide. Eight have made their presence publicly known in Los Angeles, New
York, San Diego and Seattle, according to the Rev. Alexia Salvatierra, a leader in movement.
It is difficult to know if Arellano would be more effective from the Chicago church than in Mexico,
Salvatierra said.
"Her voice is a pretty strong voice wherever she uses it."

Associated Press writer Juliana Barbassa contributed to this report from San Jose, Calif.
Published: Tuesday, August 21, 2007 16:22 PDT
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vohn Chambers, 88; Marine colonel, USD
politics professor
!JY David E. Graham
TAFF" WRITER

Pendleton.
Mr. Chambers died Aug. 7 at .
with sever. ound him,
Chambers.
heart and
•
respiratory ailmC' , · . He was
- •

•• •

•

• II I
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University of San Dieg .
fessor John Chambers' e
tise in the Middle East
him a ready
source to de- 88.
scribe the re"His reputation ., a teacher
gion in the late was excellent," said Joseph J.
1970s and the Darby, a colleague who taught
1980s, when international law at USD. "He
political was very popular with his stuchange in Iran dents and his colleagues."
He taught courses on U.S.
~ --,.;:...__, was roiling the
region and the and Middle East politics,
nited States.
among others.
In 1979, American hostages
With an interest in the Midwere being held inside the U.S. dle East and also in national
1J::mbassy in Tehran, and Cham- security concerning the Soviet
bers' talks to organizations, aca- Union, Mr. Chambers formed
_demics and the media around discussion groups with other
town helped people understand professors in town and founded
,,{he confusing crisis.
the San Diego Political Science
Before teaching at USD he Club.
had a full career in the Marines
During World War II, he was
from 1940 to 1963 that included a corporal promoted to a secfighting on Guadalcanal and ond lieutenant and platoon
,,,~nded as a colonel at Camp commander in the 2nd Batta)-

ion of the 8th Marine Regiment, -which was fighting on
Guadalcanal.
Maj. Gen. Carl Hoffman of
Escondido was with Mr. Chambers on Guadalcanal and said
Mr. Chambers took pride in
being a Marine and in the bond
of men fighting together.
"I think he felt the tradition
just as strongly as any Marine
has felt it," Hoffman said.
John Stuart Chambers was
born Sept. 3, 1918, in Springfield, 111., the only son and eldest of six children. His father
was a railroad switchman, so
the young boy spent many
nights in a caboose while his
father worked long hours.
As a child of 10 or 11, he
loved Bennie Goodman's music, and his parents bought him
a trumpet at a rummage sale,
thinking he would like it. He l
excelled at it, Brian Chambers
said.
The family was poor, and Mr.
Chambers would go on to put

himself through community
college in Springfield by
playing trumpet in jazz bands
and orchestras.
In 1946, after three dates, he
proposed to Marjorie "Budgie"
Ross, a kindergarten teacher in
Quantico, Va., where he was
stationed after the war.
In 1954, they moved to San
Diego. He took charge of the
artillery ranges and school at
Camp Matthews, where UCSD
now sits. He later took command of the 1st Marine Division, 1st Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment at Camp Pendleton.
He retired as a colonel in 1963.
After retiring from the Marines, Mr. Chambers earned a
master's degree in political science from San Diego State University in 1965 and went to
Nashville to pursue a doctorate
at Vanderbilt University. He
had earned an undergraduate
degree, ultimately from SDSU
in 1961, through courses he
took over 16 years while in the

.
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Marines, his son said.
Just shy of his doctorate at
Vanderbilt, he returned to San
Diego to accept a teaching professorship at the USD.
At the time, Mr. Chambers
had $56 to his name, and the
professorship included a education for his seven children, so
he accepted, his son said.
During his time at USD from
1967 to 1989, the political crisis
in the Middle East brought him
to a wider public through his
speaking engagements.
Before the hostage crisis in
Tehran, he had talked about
the risk to the United States
from the overthrow of the shah
of Iran. He also drew attention
to the emerging economic and
political clout in Asia.
He co-wrote textbooks, and
he continued to give talks about
the Middle East into the 1990s.
He was awarded a summer fellowship at Oxford University in
the mid-1970s.
He also was executive direc-

tor of Junipero Serra Museum
in Presidio Park from 1967 to
1969.
His passion for the trumpet
endured. He performed with
City Guard Band, a local group,
until two years ago and with
San Diego Mid City Orchestra,
which performs in parks and
other public venues, until May.
Survivors include his wife;
five sons, Michael Chambers of
San Diego, Stephen Chambers
of Oceanside, Kevin Chambers
of Reston, Va., Brian Chambers
of San Diego, and Gregory
Chambers of Santa Barbara; a
daughter, Mary Niena Camerata of Nashville; 22 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death
by a son, Tim Chambers, in
2005.
A funeral is scheduled for 10
a.m. today at St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church, 1945 fl.
lion St., San Diego
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' Close-up: Mark Riedy
~xe cut ive dir ecto r of Bur nha mMo< ,res Cen ter· for Rea l Est ate aim s
to pro vid e qua lity , infl uen tial
•
exp erie
nce s
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By THOR KAM BAN BIBERMAN
The Daily Transcript

LINDA VISTA - The threeyear-old
Burnham-M oores
Center for Real Estate may not
have offices on the mesa
e University of San Diego
~t its mfluence reaches
ar eyond its parent on the hill.
From his small office in a nearby
strip
center,
Mark
Riedy,
Burnham-Moores executive director, oversees commercial and residential conferences with thousands
of attendees each year, and commands a venue with hundreds of
real estate students each semester.
"We're one of the largest programs in the country, but we don't
have the name of say a Harvard or
a Wharton;' Riedy said adding
that he typically has about 200
undergradua te registrations and
20 to 24 students taking the
school's Master of Science in Real
Estate each semester.
Last year, there were 20 students in the Master of Science in
Real Estate program - an 11month course without a summer
break. Of those students, 14 were
working while taking classes, and
17 already had previous real estate
experience in either the commercial or residential sectors.
The graduate students most
often had undergradua te degrees
in economics or business, but others had majors ranging from engineering to advertising, and psychology to elementary education.
This coming semester, all the

undergradua te classes will be on
the main campus, and the Master
of Science classes will be about
evenly divided between the main
campus and the offices down the
hill. About two-thirds of the center's offerings deal with commercial real estate.
In addition to the regular
courses for undergradu ate and
graduate students, the center has
a program where students "shadow" executives to learn the tricks
of their trade.
"The industry support for this
has been incredible," Riedy said.
For more than a decade, from
1993 to 2004, USD had offered
real estate courses through its
Real Estate Institute, but it needed an endowment to get what
would come to be known as the
Burnham-Moores Center off the
ground. In the end, $2 million
came from Burnham Real Estate
Services, $500,000 came from
the Burnham Foundation, and
$2.5 million came from Padres
owner and developer John
Moores, who has a financial stake
in the Burnham Real Estate firm
as well. The center opened for
business in the fall of 2004.
Riedy said the students are
"blown away" by the caliber of the
instructors and vice-versa, and he
recalled how a recent session with
long-time residential developer
Sherm Harmer and former
Centre City Development Corp.
President and banker Peter Hall
was particularly rewarding.

8
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"One of our long-term strengths
is intense indus try interaction,"
Riedy continued.
The center doesn't have a large
budget, only abou t $1.3 million. It
makes up much of the rest its
operations costs from the variety
of conferences on a wide range of
commercial and residential real
estate topics durin g the course of
the year.
Scheduling isn't always easy.
Riedy had hoped to do an Urba n
Land Instit ute co-sponsored session on commercial real estate on
the campus this fall, but the Jenny
Craig Pavilion, which has held as
many as 750 attendees, is tied up
with men's and women's basketball.
While he sometimes has trouble finding a venue for his conferences, Riedy said he has no trouble at all finding speakers for the
sessions.
"I have a waiting list of speakers. I simply can't accommodate
them all," he said.
As for getting the Burn hamMoores Center out of the strip
shopping center, Riedy said there
is no great rush. For now, the
classes in the building down the
hill, and the spaces the cente r is

able to locate on the main campus, are sufficient. Although he
had explored the possibility of
bankrolling a whole new facility,
Riedy said he is conte nt to wait
until USD's School of Business
expands at some future date.
The key to the center's success
will be to remain relevant for both
the stude nts and the professionals
who atten d the many seminars.
That means attrac ting key people
both as guest speakers and on the
teaching staff.
On Sept. 13, the Burn hamMoores Cente r will be hosti ng
Brett White, CEO of CB Richard
Ellis.
The center's newest arrival is
Norm an Miller, the imme diate
past director of the Real Estate
Cente r for the University of
Cincinnati.
Miller, who became enam ored
with the progr am here, is the
autho r of "Real Estate Principals
for the New Economy" and
"Commercial Real Estate Analysis
and Investment" - both widely
used texts by real estate stude nts
aroun d the United States.
"Commercial Real Estat e
Analysis is the leading textbook
on commercial real estate in the

9 .
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Mark Riedy, executive director of the Burnham-Moores Center for Real
Estate.
country," Riedy said.
dent of the Mortgage Bankers
Riedy's own background goes Association of America, and in
back to a Chicago suburb of 1985 became president of the
Naperville that he said was totally Federal National
Mortgage
rejuvenated after a multi-million- Association.
dollar redevelopment some years
Riedy joined the J.E. Robert
ago.
Cos. in Washington, D.C., in the
Riedy earned a degree in eco- late 1980s. At the time, J.E. Robert
nomics from Loras College in
Cos. was, and still is, known as one
Dubuque, Iowa, and later went to of the largest real estate workout
Washington University in St. firms in the United States.
Riedy later became president
Louis where he obtained a master's in business administration and chief executive officer of the
with an emphasis in finance.
National Council of Community
From there, he obtained a doctor- Bankers where he was responsible
ate in business economics at the for representing banks and savings
University of Michigan, while at and loan associations before
the same time, commuting back Congress and other federal regulaand forth to the University of tory agencies. During some vacaColorado where he taught bank- tion visits to Southern California,
ing and finance.
Riedy says, he and his wife became
Riedy later went to work for enamored with San Diego.
"Every time we landed in San
President Richard Nixon as a
senior staff economist on Nixon's Diego we felt we were at home,"
council of economic advisers. He he said.
recalled his first day on that job Riedy decided to create his own
Aug. 15, 1971 - as the day Nixon job at the University of San Diego.
iristitiited wage arid price con- He met with Ernest W. Hahn, just
trols. Riedy said it was a bad idea weeks before Hahn's death, and
then, as it would be now, but that gained his approval to create an
the economy was very different.
Ernest W. Hahn chair that would
Reidy later went on to San be the genesis of the university's
Francisco to work as a chief econ- Real Estate Institute. The
omist for the Federal Home Loan Burnham-Moores Center came
Bank and then for PMI Mortgage later to offer real estate as a career
Insurance Co.
choice to a whole new generation.
He returned to Washington,
biberman@sddt.com
D.C., as an executive vice presiSource Code: 20070824tbf
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Close-up: Mark Riedy

Photo by: J. Kat Woronowicz

Mark Riedy, executive director of the Burnham-Moores Center for Real Estate, said industry support
for the school "has been incredible."
Page12A
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USD Business Leadership
Program Sends Forth 17
The newest class of global business leaders ~eceiyed their mas~er's de?
T.Imvers1t~ of San D1e~o S
ness Adrmmstration in a cere _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.,
university's Manchester Executive Conference Center Auditorium on July 27.
The 17 graduates successfully completed the school's 16-month Master of
Science in global leadership program,
which focuses on leadership, ethics, the
global political environment and best
business practices.
The program's curriculum combines traditional classroom instruction with online
learning techniques. Students unable to
attend the program's monthly classes can
complete their education through distance
and online learning means.
The graduating class has a large contingent of military personnel on active duty in
the Navy as well as employees for corporations such as Qualcomm Inc., Booz Allen
Hamilton and Sony Corp.
Eleven of the 12 military officers in the
program have served in Iraq or Afghanistan. One graduate, pilot and Navy Lt.
Ken Colman, also helped deliver food
and supplies in the aftermath of the 2004
tsunami in Indonesia.
The program also includes graduates
with international ties.
The USO program has graduated more
than 300 students since 1999.

£: ::

-

]

Sam Blanchard
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Local economy continued slide in July, report says
By JERAN WITTENSTEIN
The Daily Transcript

SAN DIEGO - Indicators for
San Diego County's economy fell
for the fourth consecutive
month in July, according to an
index released Thursday by the
University of San Diego.
Declines in consumer confidence and job wanted advertising outweighed positive developments in the outlook for the '

national economy and minor
gains in building permits and
local stock prices.
The index dipped .3 percent,
its 15th decrease in the past 16
months. Economic indicators
were up .1 percent in March.
The housing market continues to be the main factor weighing on the local economy,
according to USD professor
Alai\ Gin, who h lms the index.

Consumer confidence, rattled
by concerns over the housing
market, fell by more than I percent in July.
"I'd call it a general malaisetype of situation with stories
about the housing market and
foreclosures and things like
mer con- /
that" ·
ximately

Local economy
Continued.from Page 1A

percent from its January
high, according to Gin.
Help wanted advertising also
fell approximately I percent
during the month.
"The job market is pretty weak
on the hiring side," said Gin. "A
lot of it is related to real estate."
The unemployment rate in the
county rose to 4.8 percent in
July, up from 4.4 percent in the
same period last year. However,
the number of building permits
authorized for residential units
in the county in July turned positive after three months of con-

11

secutive declines.
Local stocks also were modestly positive for the month,
gaining .14 percent, despite the
year's second largest selloff in
U.S. stock markets on July 26.
Gin said he sees the local real
estate market continuing to
contribute to the region's economic slowdown in the months
ahead.
"If there are fewer jobs in real
estate and construction, the less
money (there is) around to be
spent."
jeran.wittenstein@sddt.com
Source Code: 20070830Czc
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SD County economic
index falls 0.3 percent
CITY N EW SERVI E

SAN DIEGO - The Index of Leading Economic
Indicators for San Diego
County was down 0.3 percent in July, having fallen
in 15 of the last 16
months, a local economist
reported Thursday.
The decrease was led
by big drops in consumer
confidence and helpwanted advertising, and a
slight increase in initial
claims for unemployment
insurance, according to
Alan Gin, who compiles
the monthly index for the

u.

.

.

sion. But he anticipates
slow growth through the
rest of the year and into
the first part of 2008.
"I read this as a slowing of growth," Gin said.
''We are not operating on
the same situation as the
national economy."
According to Gin, the
slow housing market remains the main drag on
the local economy, with
fewer home sales, more
foreclosures, job losses in
real estate-related sectors
and lower spending as
home equity declines.
every-,,
"Otherwise,
.

'

Burnham-Moores Center
for Real Estate.
On the positive side,
there was an increase in
local building permits and
stock prices, and the outlook for the national economy improved, Gin said.
Despite the repeated
declines, Gin said that
the local economy is "not
necessarily" in a reces-

e

fiousmg market, but it is
a big negative."
The index tracks building permits, unemployment insurance, local
stock prices, consumer
confidence, help-wanted /
advertising and the national economy to predict
the direction of the local
economy.
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County's
•
economic
forecast
still on skid
By Dean Calbreath

v -==- ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

STAFF WRITER

Declining consumer confidence and
► ECONOMY
a deteriorating job market pushed San
CONTINL' ED FROM PAGE Cl
Diego County's economic outlook lower for the fourth month in a row,
according to a report released yesterday by the Burnham-Moores Center
· Real Estate at the University of San
.ego.
The county's index of leading economic indicators fell in July for the
Re idential units authorized
15th time in 16 mon~~th~s .~a~g·aa.-.. --~uilding permits rose from
declines broken only:
June to 785 in July - the
in March. !Ifill. e
ri e since March. Neverwho compuesthe in
e numtheless, there were 37 percent
hers indicate slow growth in the r~
fewer permits last month than
gion's economy through at least the
in July 2006, when 1,252 perfirst part of next year.
mits were issued, according to
1be slow housing market remains
the Construction Industry R~
the main influence, with fewer home
search Board.
sales, more foreclosures, job losses in
"Residential construction has
real estat~related sectors, and lower
spending as home equity declines,"
Gin said.
The index slid from 137.3 in June to
136.9 in July, its lowest point since
January 2004.
Three of the six components Gin
uses to track the economy worsened
last month: help-wanted ads, unemployment filings and consumer confidence. On the other hand, local stock
prices rose, the Rational gross domestic product grew and residential horn~
building showed signs of life after a
long period of sluggishness.

The weakening
labor market
a primary villain

SEE

really been in a slump since
August 2005," Gin said.
The weakening labor market
was the primary reason for the
decline in July's economic outlook. The unemployment rate
rose to 4.8 percent in July, compared with 4.4 percent the pr~
vious year. That created a small
increase in initial jobless
claims.
A decline in help-wanted ads
- in The San Diego UnionTribune and on the Internet signaled further weakness in
the job market.
The online employmen t
agency Monster.com , which
tracks Internet job postings
from 1,500 sites nationwide,

said postings for San Diego
jobs declined in ~9 of 21 categories in July, resulting in the
first-ever year-to-year decline in :.
online help-wanted ads.
The only job cakgory t.!:at
rose was in protective services,
reflecting a demand for law en
forcement officers as well as
private security guards. Demand for health care support
remained flat.
Local consumer confidence
also fell in July, after making
seasonal adjustments. Consumer confidence is down 11 percent from its most recent high
in January.
Dean Calbreath: (619) 293-1891;
dean.calbreath@uniontrib.com

Economy, c•
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USD Economic Index Falls in July
By - 8/30/2007
San Diego Business Journal Staff
The declining trend continued in July for the University of San Diego·< ...._x
_ o_i _L E_
Indicators.
-

....J}ic

~_ _ _

•

The index fell three-tenths of a point to 136.9. Economist Alan Gin, a professor at the university,
released the July numbers Aug. 30.
The index has fallen in 15 of the last 16 months .
Four of six index components improved. San Diego County building permits, San Diego stock
prices and the national index of leading economic indicators all registered gains. Initial claims for
unemployment insurance fell.
However, consumer confidence and help-wanted advertising for the San Diego region sustained
big losses .
-

Brad Graves

San Diego Business Journal, Copyright© 2007, All Rights Reserved.

1

16

SAN DIEGO CUPPING
SD Union Tribune

AUG .., 2 2007

Housing
hammers
•
economic
outlook

•

► USDREPORT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE Cl

'No sign of a
turnaround in
the near future'

Area employment, income
take big hits in USD report

beat the 6 percent rise of the
Standard & Poor's 500 index, it
lagged behind the 7.6 percent
jump in the Dow and the 7.8
percent rise in the tech-laden
Nasdaq.
"We're still pretty much a
11111. - -• biotech-dependent town, with
about one out of every five publicly traded companie being in
the biotech field," aid Bud Leedom, editor of the California
Stock Report, who tracks San
Diego tocks. '~Biotech had a
good run toward the first quarter, but ha cooled off in the
past couple months."
There were 34 perc nt fewer
home-building permits i sued
in the first half of 2007 than in
the same period of 2006. Condominium and other multifamily units w re down 44 percent, compared with a 21 percent drop fo r ingle-family
home .

By Dean Calbreath
STAFF WRITER

San Diego County's economic outlook
has taken a downward plunge, dragged
down by a sharp decline in home build.in
according to a report released
the {Jniversit,r of San Diego.
The slumpmg housmg mark
ly impacting employment and income, hurting consumption, and leading to a surge in
the number of foreclosures, according to the
.
report.
"At this point, there appears to be no sign
of a turnaround in the near future, with the
local economy expected to be weak through
at least the early part of 2008," wrote USO
business professoi.: Alan Gin, who compiled
the report "Although a full-fledged recession is not likely for San Diego, the possibility is higher than just a few months ago ·and
carmot be discounted ."
Five of the six components that Gin uses
to gauge the health of the economy were
negative in June: building permits, unem.ployment insurance, consumer confidence,
help wanted advertising and the national
economic outlook.
The only positive note came from local
stock prices, which participated in the upward surge of the market that briefly took
the Dow Jone industrial average above the
-,
14,000 mark last month.
While th 6.6 percent surge in local stocks
sEE

USD report, CS

17

1nitial claims for unemploy- SAN DIEGO COUNTY INDEX
ment in urance rose in June, OF LEADING ECONOMIC
helping push th unemploy- INDICATORS
ment rate to 4.6 percent, com- 142
pared with 4.2 percent last year. 141
At the same time, help-wanted
advertising in new papers and 140
over the Internet fell for the 139
10th month in a row.
138
A report last month from the
Monster.com online employ- 137
J 1A SON D J F IM A M J
ment site said that the biggest
2007
2006
drop in San Diego want ad wa
in white-collar jobs, with the
legal category exp riencing the SOURCE: University of San Diego
UNION-TRIBUNE
sharpest monthly downturn.
Management also registered a
sharp dip, while technical and fourth time in ix months,
professional services edged largely related to problems in
down by smaller increments.
th real estate market.
USD's Gin said a major worAlthough the raw numbers
i that the problems with
ry
confidence
umer
con
on local
were up, th seasonally adju t- subprime mortgage could pill
ed trend continues to drop. In over and adversely affect
addition to high gas prices, higher quality debt as well.
Whether or not that hapworries about the housing market, including the increa ing pens, housing is "unlikely to
rate of foreclosures, may be · make much of a po itive contribution (to the national econotaking a toll.
The national Index of Lead- my) for the foreseeable future,"
ing Economic Indicators com- said Gail Fosler, economi t for
piled by the Conference Board the Conference Board.
- a think tank compo ed of
the heads of large corporations Dean Calbreath: (6 19) 293-1891;
- also dropped in June for the dean.calbreath @u.niontrib.com
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Local economic index falls
trends to make up the index.
They are building permits,
unemployment insurance
claims, local stock prices, conSAN DIEGO - San Diego sumer confidence, print and
County remains likely to expe- online help-wanted advertisrience an economic slowdown, ing, and national economic
according to results released performance. "At this point,
Wednesday from the Univet§i· there appears to be no sign of .
of San Die o's Iridex of a turnaround in the near future, with the local economy
conormc dicators.
Previous reports have expected to be weak through
warned that the local econo- at least the early part of 2008,"
my is likely to slow in the face Gin stated in the report. "Alof a weakening housing mar- though a full-fledged recession
ket, which for the last several is not likely for San Diego, the
months has seen declining possibility is higher than just a
sales of existing homes, falling few months ago and cannot be
sales prices and rising foreclo- discounted."
Trends in the index are
sures. But in the latest report,
the weakness has spread out- .more significant than the abside the housing market, Alan solute number, Gin says. The
Gin, an economics professor index has fallen for every
at the university who compiles month but one since March
the monthly index, said of last year, when it stood at
Wednesday. "It's more of the 144.2. This March was the exception, when the index rose
· same, but worse," he said.
The index fell by 0.7 per- by 0.1 percentage points.
at
is
Gin's report
centage points in June, to
137.7. Gin uses six indicators http://home.sandiego.edu/-ag
that reflect local economic in/usdlei/.
BRADLEY J. FIKES
STAFF W RITER
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Wednesday, Aug. 1
Index In Decline: San Diego 's econo my conti nued to falter in June, falling
0. 7 perce nt, the large st declin e since
May 2006, accor ding to the latestJJ.!J.iversity of San Dieg o Index of Lead ing
Econ omic Indic ators for San Dieg o
Coun ty.
The monthly index , a measurement of
six economic components, declined for the
third consecutive month, and 12 of the last
13 months.
In June, the index showed sharp drops
in building permits, consu mer confidence

and help-wanted advertising, as well as
small er declines in unem ploym ent insuran ce claims and the outlo ok for the
natio nal economy. The only comp onen t
to show a small gain was local stock
prices.
Alan Gin, the USD economics professor who compiles the index, said the
domi nant facto r in the local economy
remains the slumping housing market,
which is hurtin g consu mptio n and causing a rise in foreclosures.
"At this point , there appea rs to be no
sign of a turna round in the near future ,
with the local economy expected to be
weak throu gh at least the early part of
2008. Altho ugh full-fledged recession is
not likely for San Diego , the possibility
is higher than just a few mont hs ago and
canno t be discounted ," Gin said.

--

-Mik e Allen

20

MetrOPOiitan
l l t"l (l \\'

l '" ~A

·It

...- H: ,,

U t\tl

I U "~ I Nt-~"'i: l( t.f tJ't t,( f

Daily Business Report

THE ECONOMY
ex of Leading Economic Indicators for San Diego County fell 0.7 percent in June.
~Leading the way to the downside were sharp drops in building permits, consumer confidence and help
wanted advertising. Smaller declines were seen in initial claims for unemployment insurance and the
outlook for the national economy. The only positive component was local stock prices, which were up
slightly during the month.

June' s decrease was the largest one-month drop in the Index since May 2006. Unlike recent months,
the decline in June was broad-based, with five of the six components of the Index down during the
month. The dominant factor in the local economy remains the slumping housing market, which is
negatively impacting employment and income, hurting consumption and leading to a surge in the
number of foreclosures . There appears to be no sign of a turnaround in the near future , with the local
economy expected to be weak through at least the early part of 2008, says Alan Gin , Index creator.
Although a full-fledged recession is not likely for San Diego, the possibility is higher than just a few
months ago and cannot be discounted, says Gin.
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THURSDAY , SEP 13 - BREAKFAST MEETING
BREAKFAST AT THE BMC

Hear from the leader of the world's premier, full-service commercial real
estate services company at this special breakfast meeting. Brett White,
President and CEO of CB Richard Ellis will speak, while Chris Pascale,
Senior Vice President, CB Richard Ellis will moderate this unique opportunity to hear from one of the real estate industry's top executives how San
Diego is viewed by investors nationally and globally in terms of its risks
and opportunities . Organization : USO/Burnham-Moores Center
Information: (619) 260-4231 www.USDRealEstate.com Cost: $100.00
When: Hours: 7:30 AM - :00 AM Where: Joan B. Kroc Institute of Peace
and Justice.~SQ..59
ie o, 92110
-
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THURSDAY, SEPT. 13
BREAKFAST ATTHE BMC
Brett White, president and chief executive officer
of CB Richard Ellis, will discuss how the San Diego
commercial real estate industry is viewed by investors at the national and global level at the University of San Diego's Burnha,.-Moores Center for
Real Estate breakfast series.
• 7:30 to 8 a.m. breakfast and networking,
8 to 9 a.m. presentation and
question-and-answer session
• Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice in
the Peace and Justice Theatre at the
University of San Diego at 5998 Alcala Park.
in San Diego
)
• Cost: $100
• Call (619) 260-4231
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Brett White, president and CEO of CB Richard Ellis, will be the featured speaker at the second
annual Breakfast at the Burnham-Moores Center for Real Estate event scheduled for Sept. 13. It
be held from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice at USD .
Breakfast at the BMC is a lecture series featuring speakers and panels of industry experts
exposure to San Diego audiences previously has been limited or non-existent.

White leads the world's largest commercial real estate services firm , with 2006 revenues of more than
$4 billion. A La Jolla native, he started on
CBRE's management track in 1991 as a sales manager in the company's Downtown office before
working his way up the ranks to president in 2001 and CEO in 2005 . He will share his perspective on
how San Diego is viewed by investors nationally and globally in terms of its risks and opportunities.
To register for the event, go to usdrealestate.com and click on "Center
News and Events." For questions, contact Jodi Waterhouse, at (619) 260-4231.

***
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•WEDNESDAY, SEP 5 - COURSE

.

INTRODUCTION TO REAL E STATE , INVES.TMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT

Instructed by Gary London, President of The London Group Realty Advisors'.

Organization: University of San Diego Information: Monica (619) 260-5986 monica@sandiego.edu Cost: $450.00 When: Hours: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Where: USO
Manchester Conference Center, 5998 Alcala Pa rk, Linda Vista

WEDNESDAY, SEP 5 - WORKSHOP
INTRODUCTION TO R EAL E STATE

Professionals who strive to increase their job performance, promotional opportunfti es and take their career to the next level will benefit from th is program , which outlines investments and development. Organization: Burnham Moores Center for Real
Estate (USO) Information: (619)260-4231 http://www.USDRe
$450.00 When: Hours: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Where: ~ D
• Conference Center, 5998 Alcala Park, San Diego
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Leading economic indicators
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Source: University of San Diego

The monthly changes in leading indicators (initial claims for unemployment insurance, local stock prices, outlook for the national
economy, consumer confidence, building permits and help wanted
advertising) of the San Diego economy as tracked by Alan ·
urban economics professor at the University of San Diego.
est monthly rate is 142.4 in June 2006.
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'Icon' of U.S. judicial system inspires USD crowd
O'Connor is guest at judges conference
By Tanya Mannes
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

August 26, 2007

SAN DIEGO - Christina Martin learned in school that retired Justice Sandra Day O'Connor - the first
woman to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court - is a hero for women around the world. So the 10th-grade
Jolla Country Day School jumped at the chance to see O'Connor in person yesterday.
"I think she's inspirational, the way she took the initiative and became one of the first women judges,"
Christina, 15.
O'Connor was in San Diego as the guest of honor at a National Association of Women Judges conferenc
Most of the 300 people who showed up for her sold-out luncheon speech at the Universi of San Die o's
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice were women who came dressed in a rainbow of we -tai ore suits.
They included judges, attorneys and law students.
In the 1950s, when O'Connor graduated from law school, she couldn't find a law firm willing to hire her.
Undeterred, she went to work in the public sector. She eventually served in the Arizona state senate and
became a judge. In 1981 President Reagan appointed her to the Supreme Court.
O'Connor retired from the court in January 2006 and is now chancellor of the College of William & Mary.
"She is definitely an icon of the American judicial system," said Judge M. Margaret McKeown, who serves on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit and is based in San Diego. "When I go overseas and speak to
people - in China, in Venezuela - they recognize her name."
McKeown became acquainted with O'Connor when O'Connor was the justice assigned to the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals.
"She's a really amazing intellect - you know that from reading her opinions," said McKeown, who described
the former Supreme Court justice as "approachable."
O'Connor, 77, doesn't do media interviews, but she seemed at ease yesterday with the crowd of admirers,
which gave her two standing ovations. Her outfit reflected her Arizona roots: turquoise earrings and a
matching blazer that set off her silvery-white hair. She made the audience laugh by describing herself as an
"just an unemployed cowgirl."
But she grew serious as she spoke of her mission: protecting judicial independence.
O'Connor said judges need to be able to interpret the law "without fear of retaliation by the executive or the
legislative branch."

http://signonsandiego.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=San+Diego+Metr...
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She's also concerned about how judges are selected. She opposes "partisan election of judges," preferring a
merit-based system that doesn't require judges to seek campaign contributions.
In a related goal, O'Connor called for better civics education and said it should be a graduation requirement.
She's working with Arizona State University to develop a Web-based civics course for middle school
students.
"The key to maintaining our system of judicial independence lies in educating our citizens," O'Connor said in
her speech.
Afterward, Christina stood in line to meet O'Connor, hoping to get an autograph on a three-ring binder for
her world-history class.
O'Connor opted to sign an event program instead.
Waiting nearby were Christina's mother, Cynthia Cwik, and 10-year-old sister, Olivia.
Cwik, a civil litigation attorney, said she admires O'Connor for "not giving up." But what impressed Cwik just
as much was "how warm and real she was."

Find this article at:
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20070826-9999-1 m26oconnor. html

I

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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I mpact of -Diversity on
Judicial Selection
One Session on Agenda
At Law Conference
Retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor is scheduled to
be the keynote speaker at the Southwest
Regional Conference of the National
sociation of Women Judges
University of San Diego S
from Aug. 24-26.
The event, which will be held at the
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, will focus on judicial diversity and
independence.
Among those scheduled to participate
are Sharon Majors-Lewis, California
judicial appointments secretary; and
Arizona Chief Justice Ruth McGregor.
Also, California Associate Supreme
Court Justice Carlos Moreno will lead a
presentation on the relationship between
judicial diversity and independence,
moderated by Miranda McGowan, USD
School of Law professor. Participants
will include San Diego District Attorney
Bonnie Dumanis, California Superior
Court Judge Brenda Harbin-Forte, and
California Superior Court Judge Fumiko
Wasserman.
Also planned is a discussion on the
impact of on diversity on judicial selection , retention and evaluation, led by
professors Cheryl Harris of the UCLA
School of Law, and Sherrilyn Ifill of
the University of Maryland School of
Law; and a presentation of the Access
to Justice Scholarship at a USD law
st.u dent.
For more information, contact Jeffrey
Groton at (202) 393-0222, ext. 12, or
jgroton@nawj .org, or visit www.nawj.
org.
-

Pat Broderick
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USD policy center releases report on biogas

Tuesday, August21,2007
The Energy Policy Initiatives Center (EPIC), a nonprofit research center at the University of San Diego Schoo
Law, released a report Tuesday that provides a detailed review of the regulatory challenges facing California's
dairy farmers who want to produce renewable biogas using manure and other agricultural materials.
Biogas is produced through a biological process called anaerobic digestion, in which bacteria convert organic
materials into biogas in an oxygen-free environment.
"Converting cow manure and other agricultural wastes to a clean and useful energy source helps to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by capturing methane that would otherwise have been released into the atmosphere,"
according to Scott Anders, EPIC's director and author of the report. "It also creates a renewable gas that can
replace traditional natural gas for electricity generation and , because other organic wastes can be mixed with
manure, biogas production can help to divert organic materials away from our landfills."
The report provides background information on how biogas is produced and used ; identifies challenges or issues
of uncertainty related to air quality, water quality, solid waste management, electricity and natural gas regulation ;
and recommends ways to encourage biogas production in California.
"Biogas production via anaerobic digestion has attracted significant attention as a viable greenhouse gas
reduction strategy , largely because methane is a potent greenhouse gas with 21 times the global warming
potential of carbon dioxide," Anders said . "But regulations related to biogas are still evolving as the industry
grows, so it is important to identify current regulations that might create disincentives and to identify issues that
need further attention to ensure that biogas can play a vital role in our greenhouse gas reduction strategy."
To download copies of the paper, view the EPIC Web site at www.sandiego .edu/epic/publications/.
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The Partly Cloudy Powerlink
San Diego Gas & Electric has seen key arguments for its proposed power line, the
$1.3 billion Sunrise Powerlink, erode this summer. Opponents say they're buoyed,
but proponents maintain their support.
By ROB DAVIS Voice Staff Writer
Monday, Aug. 27, 2007 When San Diego Gas & Electric unveiled the Sunrise Powerlink two
years ago, the company gave three essential reasons for building the 150-mile long power line.
J

Renewable energy. SDG&E is under a state mandate to produce 20 percent of its energy from
renewable sources by 2010. The utility said the Sunrise Powerlink would connect San Diego to green
energy -- solar, wind, geothermal -- that would be built in Imperial County.
Savings. The $1.3-billion power line,
which is proposed through AnzaBorrego Desert State Park, would keep
customers from spending hundreds of
millions of dollars annually on
expensive local power.
Reliability. Building a new line would
increase SDG&E's ability to import
energy to San Diego, boosting the
power available on high-demand
summer days.

The Transmission Question
■ The Issue: SDG&E has proposed a $1.3 billion, 150-mile
long power line that it says is essential. But its justifications
have steadily eroded in the two years since it was unveiled.
■ What It Means: Opponents say they have been
encouraged by the revelation of flaws in SDG&E's argument,
though the utility company says its project is still beneficial.

■ The Bigger Picture: SDG&E says the line is needed to
meet renewable energy targets effective in 2010. Opponents
point out that the company has other means to meet the goal.

In its original application to the
California Public Utilities Commission, the company wrote: "No other single project, planned or
identified, provides such a comprehensive set of benefits to customers."
But in the two years since SDG&E proposed the transmission line to connect San Diego with
Imperial County, those comprehensive benefits have steadily eroded.
The power line's $447 million annual savings was cut to $142 million a year after erroneous
calculations were uncovered. A solar energy project whose fate was once tied to the line has failed to
demonstrate that it works on a commercial scale. SDG&E has equivocated about how much
renewable energy can be found in Imperial County, where the line will begin. The company has
waffled about whether the line is necessary to spark renewable energy development in Imperial
County.
And the Division of Ratepayer Advocates, a state watchdog, has said SDG&E won't need the power
line to keep the lights on until at least 2014.
The slipups have snagged the major energy infrastructure proposal, delaying a decision on a power
line that SDG&E casts as an investment in a green energy future, but that opponents call an
unnecessary and environmentally damaging expense.
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Environmentalists and ratepayer advocates fighting the line say their case was strengthened during
the public process that unfolded this summer. They maintain the line is a boondoggle that would
crisscross California's largest state park and produce little benefit, beyond profits for Sempra
Energy, SDG&E's parent. They say they were boosted when regulatory hearings before the California
Public Utilities Commission were delayed in late July.
Dian Grueneich, the California Public Utilities commissioner who ordered the delay, wrote in her
ruling that the power line -- by SDG&E's own admission -- was not needed to meet the company's
2010 renewable energy goals. That undermines one of SDG&E's key arguments for building the line.
Grueneich wrote that SDG&E's testimony during summer hearings had prompted the need for more
environmental analysis.
"SDG&E's case was crumbling," said Michael Shames, executive director of the Utility Consumers'
Action Network, a ratepayer advocate and Sunrise opponent. "They've done the best they can to
shore it up. But their case is hurting big time."
For local business leaders, politicians and the operator of the state's electricity grid, all who have
endorsed the project, the Sunrise Powerlink still holds the promise embodied in its sweet-sounding
name.
"It hasn't changed our overall view that the line is necessary," said Gregg Fishman, spokesman for
the California Independent System Operator, the agency responsible for maintaining statewide
electricity reliability. "San Diego needs the additional transmission capacity."
SDG&E admits it made mistakes in its $16 million technical analysis, which modeled energy use
throughout the West. But a company official says the utility has corrected its errors and is ready for
hearings to resume Sept. 4.
The mistakes were "not damaging to the overall case," said Mike Niggli, SDG&E's chief operating
officer, "because Sunrise is all about reliability and renewables. The cost-benefit is positive."
When testimony begins, SDG&E will again try to make the case for its power line and recover from
the setbacks.
Scott Anders, director of the Energy Policy Initiatives Center at University of San Diego, said the
local utility has been shaken by Shames' testimony, which helped expose the errors, but rejected the
idea that SDG&E deliberately made the mistakes to boost its case.
"SDG&E is in a no-win situation," Anders said. "If the line is approved, it'll be called a waste of
money. If the lights go out -- worst case -- then they'll get hammered."

Tracking the Mistakes
When corrections have been made in SDG&E's pitch to build the Sunrise Powerlink, they've had one
thing in common: The original erroneous claims have always favored the company.
The company has corrected the power line's potential savings more than once. SDG&E first claimed
the Sunrise Powerlink would save $447 million each year, quickly paying for itself. The savings
decreased to $220 million and again to $142 million.
The company blames the mistakes on several factors, including a handful of misplaced decimal
points. SDG&E says the incorrect data were interspersed through tens of thousands of entries. The
bottom line, Niggli said, is that the Sunrise Powerlink still saves money for customers.
"The savings of Sunrise versus all other options, there's still no change," he said. "Sunrise is still the
most cost-effective project to meet the state mandates."

(

The company has also offered different estimates of the amount of renewable energy available in
Imperial County. In a 2005 filing, SDG&E estimated that 1,045 megawatts of renewable energy
could be produced from sources in the flat stretches of desert east of San Diego. That's equal to two
large power plants.
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A year later, the company had revised that estimate to 360 megawatts, less than one big power
plant. More green power was available in southern San Diego County than in Imperial County,
SDG&E said in court filings.
Niggli, the SDG&E executive, said developers have offered to produce as much as 5,000 megawatts
of renewable energy in Imperial County and Mexico, though not all of those projects may be
economically feasible.
Opponents question whether the errors were deliberate. Bill Powers, a local engineer writing a white
paper for the San Diego Foundation about a Sunrise alternative, said he believed SDG&E had gotten
"lazy" in its studies.
"How do you dial the analysis so it tells you what you want?" Powers asked. "SDG&E is just stacking
one conservative or erroneous assumption on top of the other."
Niggli was unable to provide some basic estimates about the power line's cost and savings. Niggli
could not say how much building the line around the environmentally sensitive Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park would cost. The company has said avoiding the park would cost too much, but has
never provided specifics.
The company also cannot say how the power line may impact its customers' bills, even though its
customers will bear part of the construction cost. Niggli noted that the California Public Utilities
Commission has the ultimate say in how the power line's $142 million annual savings would be
divided among state ratepayers, who will share in the line's construction costs.
Shames, the ratepayer advocate, said if SDG&E's savings estimate is correct -- an estimate he still
rejects as overblown -- customers would save about 1 percent on their monthly bills.
This much is certain: The utility company and its shareholders would profit. By increasing its
investment in transmission infrastructure -- and the value of the company's assets -- SDG&E could
boost its base rate. Shames estimates the company could reap $780 million from the line's
construction. Niggli said he was unfamiliar with that estimate, but did not dispute it.
"This line is an amazing windfall," Shames said. "This is manna from the sky if they get this."
The Solar Connection
San Diego Gas & Electric unveiled the Sunrise Powerlink in August 2005. The announcement came
a week after a transmission emergency caused a 45-minute power outage for 51,000 SDG&E
customers.
A week after the unveiling, SDG&E signed a contract with Stirling Energy Systems, a Phoenix-based
solar developer. Stirling agreed to build a massive 12,000-dish solar array on publicly owned land in
Imperial County. The project called for providing 300 megawatts of solar energy -- enough to power
almost 200,000 homes. If successful, the venture could triple in size, powering as many as 600,000
homes.
Within the solar industry, the project was considered lofty but potentially revolutionary. Because of
the high costs of solar energy, only one large-scale solar project exists in the United States. Stirling
aimed -- and still does -- to build the second.
When it signed its contract with SDG&E, Stirling was riding high. President Bush had visited its test
site at Sandia National Laboratories in New Mexico a month earlier and signed the landmark 2005
Energy Policy Act with Stirling's mirrored dishes as a backdrop. Bush said the technology, which
uses a dish to focus the sun's heat on a small engine, was "fascinating."
SDG&E touted the Stirling contract as an important reason to build the Sunrise Powerlink and a
vital part of its push to green its energy supplies.
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But in the two years since,
Stirling has shown little
progress and SDG&E now
downplays the solar project's
connection to the Sunrise
Powerlink. Stirling still has
only six dishes operating at
Sandia and canceled plans to
build a test facility in the
Mohave Desert.

The California Public Utilities Commission has the final
say about whether the Sunrise Powerlink is built. The regulatory hearings leading up to the decision are divided into two parts. The fivemember commission first determines whether the line is needed on its
technical merits, If the power line is approved on a technical basis, its
environmental impacts and mitigation measures such as alternative
routes are evaluated. The transmission line Is currently In the technical
merit stage, A date for a fin.ii ruling has not been scheduled.

*
*
*
*

Key Dates in the Approval Process
For the technology to be
economically viable and find
July 20: Technical merit hearings suspended by California Public
financing, its dishes must be
Utilities Commission after SDG&E submits new information.
produced commercially on
an assembly line -- not by
Sept. 4: Technical hearings scheduled to resume in San Francisco.
hand. The company, which
needs to manufacture 12,000
Oct. 5: Tec hnical hearings conclude.
dishes to meet SDG&E's
contract requirements, still
Nov. 20: Final technical legal briefs due,
isn't able to do that. While it
aims to have its project
operating by late 2010, Stirling acknowledges it faces a tight schedule.
"We have a firm idea of the pathway for what needs to be done," said Bob Liden, Stirling's executive
vice president.
But Liden offered an uncertain prediction for the innovative solar project: "We'll probably be ready,"
he said.
SDG&E has two other renewable projects under contract in Imperial County, though they are not as
large as Stirling. Niggli, the SDG&E official, said the utility has many options for Imperial County
renewables beyond the iffy solar project.
Delivering Green Energy
Sunrise opponents have faced a major question: If the power line isn't built, how can SDG&E meet
its 2010 renewable energy goals? In recent filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission,
the company said delays in the California Public Utilities Commission hearings would postpone
Sunrise's completion beyond mid-2010.

The delay means it is "unlikely" the company would meet its 2010 renewable energy goals, the SEC
filing says, potentially exposing SDG&E to a $25 million annual penalty.
But in its testimony this summer, the company has contradicted that point.
"Hypothetically ... it is possible for SDG&E to meet its 2010 [renewable energy] goals without the
Sunrise Powerlink," the company wrote in a court filing.
Sunrise opponents say the company has an obvious way to deliver renewable energy from the
desert: Use an existing power line that already connects San Diego and Imperial County. That line,
called the Southwest Power Link, currently brings in energy from Arizona, Mexico and Imperial
County.
Some question whether that plan would be sufficient.
Anders, the Universi of San Die o ener ex e , said connecting to those renewable sources will
be harder without t e unnse Power m . ventually something has to give, he said.
"Some people oppose the Southwest Power Link, they oppose a power plant on the (Chula Vista) bay
front and wind turbines in East County," Anders said. "If the lights go out, what are they going to
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do? (They'll) blame SDG&E."

Please contact Rob Davis directly with your thoughts, ideas, personal stories or tips. Or send a
letter to the editor.
Close Window
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A ratings charade?
By Richard Tomlinson and David Evans
Bloomberg News

The numbers looked compelling. Buy this investment-grade CDO (collaterized debt obligation) and
you'll get a return ofup to 10 percent, Credit Suisse Group said.
That was almost 25 percent more than the average yield on a similarly rated corporate bond.
Investors snapped up the $340.7 million CDO, a collection of securities backed by bonds, mortgages
and other loans, within days of the Dec. 12, 2000, offering. The CDO buyers had assurances of its
quality from the leading credit rating companies - Standard & Poor's, Moody's Investors Service and
Fitch Group. Each blessed most of the CDO with the highest rating, AAA or Aaa.
Investment-grade ratings on 95 percent of the securities in the CDO gave no hint of what was in the
debt package - or that it might collapse. It was loaded with risky debt, from junk bonds to subprime
home loans.
During the next six years, the CDO plummeted as defaults mounted in its underlying securities. By
the end of 2006, losses totaled about $125 million. The failed Credit Suisse CDO may be an omen of
far worse to come in the booming market for these investments. Sales of CDOs worldwide have
soared since 2004, reaching $503 billion last year, a fivefold increase in three years, according to data
compiled by Morgan Stanley.
CDO holdings have already declined in value between $18 billion and $25 billion because of falling
repayment rates by subprime U.S . mortgage holders, Lehman Brothers Holdings estimated April 13.
In many cases, investors don't even know that values have dropped.
In this secretive market, there is no easy way for investors to find out what their CDOs are worth.
The slide of the Credit Suisse CDO points to the critical and little-understood-role played by rating
companies in assessing risk and acting as de facto regulators in a market that has no official
watchdogs.
Many of the world's CDOs are owned by banks and insurance companies, and the people who
regulate those firms rely on the raters to police the CDOs.
"As regulators, we just have to trust that rating agencies are going to monitor CDOs and find the
subprime," says Kevin Fry, chairman of the Invested Asset Working Group of the U.S. National
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Association of Insurance Commissioners.
"We can't get there. We don't have the resources to get our arms around it."
The three leading rating companies, all based in New York, say that policing CDOs isn't their job.
They just offer their educated opinions, says Noel Kirnon, senior managing director at Moody's.
"What we're saying is that many people have the tendency to rely on [the ratings] , and we want to
make sure that they don't," says Kirnon, whose firm commands 39 percent of the global credit-rating
market by revenue.
S&P, which controls 40 percent, asks investors in its published CDO ratings not to base any
investment decision on its analyses. Fitch, which has 16 percent of the worldwide credit-rating field,
says its analyses are opinions and investors shouldn't rely on them.
The rating companies apply disclaimers about their analyses. S&P says in small print: "Any user of
the information contained herein should not rely on any credit rating or other opinion contained herein
in making any investment decision."
Joseph Mason, a finance professor at Philadelphia's Drexel University and a former economist at the
U.S . Treasury Department, says the ratings are undermined by the disclaimers.
"I laugh about Moody's and S&P disclaimers," he says. "The ratings giveth and the disclaimer takes it
away. Once you're through with the disclaimers, you're left with very little new information."
Credit raters participate
When it comes to CDOs, rating companies do much more than give them letter grades. The raters play
an integral role in putting the CDOs together in the first place.
Banks and other financial firms typically create CDOs by wrapping together 100 or more bonds and
other securities, including debt investments backed by home loans.
Credit-rating companies help the financial firms divide the CDOs into sections known as tranches,
each of which gets a separate grade, says Charles Calomiris, the Henry Kaufman professor of
financial institutions at Columbia University.
Credit raters participate in every level of packaging a CDO, says Calomiris, who has worked as a
consultant for Bank of America, Citigroup, UBS and other major banks. The rating companies tell
CDO assemblers how to squeeze the most profit out of the CDO by maximizing the size of the
tranches with the highest ratings, he says.
"It's important to understand that unlike in the corporate bond market, in the securitization market, the
rating agencies run the show," Calomiris says.
S&P charges as much as 12 basis points of the total value of a CDO issue compared with up to 4.25
basis points for rating a corporate bond, company spokesman Chris Atkins says. (A basis point is 0.01
percentage point.)
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That means S&P charges as much as $600,000 to rate a $500 million CDO. Fitch charges 7-8 basis
points to rate a CDO, more than its 3-7 basis point fee to rate a bond, based on the company's fee
schedule. Moody's doesn't publish its pricing for any ratings.
"CDOs are the cash cow for rating agencies. They're
former bond trader, now a University of San Diego I
financial markets.
That euphoria has blinded investors says.

!
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and the rating companies -

I

I -

"

ys Frank Partnoy, a
of a book on the

to the true risk of CDOs, Partnoy

The subprime connection

As homebuyers and investors grapple with the subprime-mortgage crisis, many haven't yet realized
the extent to which that turbulence is spilling into CDOs.
Foreclosure filings in the U.S. surged to 147,708 in April, up 62 percent from April 2006, as subprime
borrowers stopped making mortgage payments.
As foreclosures increase, the subprime-backed securities in CDOs begin to crumble. Subprimemortgage securities make up about $100 billion of the $375 billion ofCDOs sold in the U.S. in 2006.
Investors have little idea how toxic some of these CDOs are, Drexel's Mason says.
"We compose CDOs with a bunch of this stuff," he says. "Now we just jack up the risk,jack up the
misunderstanding. We're throwing our money to the wind. We now know the defaults are in the
mortgage pools and it's only a matter of time before they accumulate to levels that will threaten the
CDO market."
Hearst invests in Fitch

Ask Victor Ganzi, chief executive of The Hearst Corp. (and owner of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer)
why the private New York-based media company bought 20 percent of Fitch Group last year for $593
million and he talks about collateralized debt obligations.
"That's where the opportunities lie for Fitch," Ganzi said.
Fitch has shot ahead of smaller competitors in the past decade to become the world's third-largest
rating firm.
Fimalac, the company's owner, has bought up smaller rivals. Ganzi and Stephen Joynt, Fitch's chief
executive, say structured finance, such as CDOs, is the fastest-growing source of credit-rating revenue
and gives Fitch the chance to compete on level ground with its two rivals, Standard & Poor and
Moody's.
Hearst eventually wants to buy control of the rating company, Ganzi said. But it won't be easy.
Ladreit de Lacharriere, the French investor who controls Fimalac, said he has no plans to sell any
more of Fitch.
"We're very patient in that regard," Ganzi said.
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The first CDOs
Michael Milken, the junk-bond king, created the first CDO in 1987 at now-defunct Drexel Burnham
Lambert, says Satyajit Das, a former Citigroup banker who has written 10 books on debt analysis.
Until the mid- l 990s, CDOs were little known in the global debt market, with issues valued at less
than $25 billion a year, according to Morgan Stanley.
Drexel and other investment banks realized that by bundling high-yield bonds and loans and slicing
them into different layers of credit risk, they could make more money than they could from holding or
selling the individual assets.
Investment-grade CDOs that include subprime assets offer debt returns that exceed yields on junk
bonds. In May, BBB-rated portions of CDOs - the lowest investment grade - paid 7-9 percentage
points above the London interbank offered rate (Libor), according to Morgan Stanley.
That amounted to an annual return of about 13 percent, based on May bank-lending rates. Most CDO
tranches promise returns at a fixed spread over Libor.
That means their value isn't affected by changes in interest rates the way the value of a fixed-rate bond
would be, says Arturo Cifuentes, a managing director at R.W. Pressprich, a New York-based fixedincome brokerage that buys and sells CDOs.
"CDOs offer you a possibility to invest in risk which you cannot do in any other way," he says.
Cifuentes says CDOs have been good for investors and financial markets.
Former banker Das wonders why few people are probing the potential dangers for CDO investors. "I
think the regulators seem to be fairly sanguine about all of this. The thing that I find quite bewildering
is the lack of urgency and focus ."
He says subprime-mortgage defaults have just started to soar.
"The fuse has been lit," Das says. "Somebody should be trying to find where this wire is running to."
Cgp_yn ht 'f:> WO? The Sealllc Times Com an
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·State drops aid for addicted doctors
By David Hasemyer
STAFF WRITER

Fonner La Jolla doctor Johannes Sack
has battled alcohol and drug use since his
·days in medical school 30 years ago.
At one point, Sack enrolled in the Medical Board of California's diversion program, which has provided .confidential
drug and alcohol treatment for doctors
since 1980.
Last year, he was ordered into the
program again after the Medical Board
accused him of deceiving nine doctors
into writing him prescriptions for narcotic
painkillers.
The Medical Board decided to abolish
the diversion program last week after a
new study - the program's fifth critical
review - said it failed to protect patients
from impaired doctors and fell far short of
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Johannes Sack, a
former La Jolla doctor
who has long battled
addiction, says state's
confidential drug
treatment program
should remain open.

rehabilitating physicians.
The program is scheduled to close in
June, although the Medical Board will
convene later this year to determine if
there is some way to overhaul it and
makeitwo
Sack an
·al
diversion p
without them, octors are likely to hide
their problems for fear of jeopardizing
their careers.

"What does a physician do? Where do
they tum?" said Sack, 59, who graduated
from the University of Hawaii School of
Medicine.
· ·
Sack a, board-certified internist who
was once an addiction specialist, now
lives in Henderson, Nev., and says he no
longer practices medicine.
"Society demands doctors have clear
judgment," Sack said. "Just as you
wouldn't want your pilot to be under the
influence, you want your doctor to be
clean and sober. Do you want a doctor
out there cutting on someone while they
are under the influence?"
Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth, an attorney with the University of San Diego's
Center for Public Interest Law, said
Sack's experience is an example of why
SEE
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Five reviews find
fau Its, failures
in state program
California's program didn't
work.
"It makes it clear people can
go through the program without dealing with their issues,"
Fellmeth said.
The program allows doctors
· to keep working while confidentially undergoing treatment
for periods ranging from three
to 10 years. They are supposed
to have random urine tests, get
psychological counseling, enroll in Alcoholics Anonymous
or Narcotics Anonymous, and
be watched closely by a Medical Board-approved monitor.
The recent report said lack of
oversight made the program ineffective.
Of the approximately i3,600
California physicians who were
identified as having substance
abuse problems between 1980
and 2000 - the latest figures
the Medical Board could pro- ·
vide - 663, or 18.4 percent,
entered and successfully completed the diversion program.
That's a sharp contrast to diversion programs in some
other states. North Carolina reports a 90 percent success rate,
according to the Federation of
State Medical Boards.
If California abandons its
program without finding an alternative, it will be the only
state in the nation without a
diversion-type program.
Jeoffry Gordon, an Ocean
Beach physician and a past
president of the Medical Board,
said it is crucial that the state
offer some kind of treatment
program. Gordon said that over
the years he had seen the program's successes, both in rehabilitating doctors and in revok-

ing the licenses of those who
can't stay clean.
"It keeps good doctors in
practice, and it ensures patients
are not put at risk," Gordon
said.
Fellmeth has suggested that
the Medical Board require doctors to cease practicing for six
months and devote that time to
rehabilitation. She said it is impossible for a doctor to deal
with his or her recovery while
tending to patients.
'They need to focus their
time and energy on recovery
without the stress of practicing," Fellmeth said.
,..

Saved doctors' lives

Sack agreed to speak publicly about his alcohol and drug
use because he feels so strongly that diversion is beneficial
and that it probably has saved
some doctors' lives.
Sack said he became a heavy
drinker after he graduated
magna cum laude from the University of Southern California
with degrees in philosophy and
mathematics and began teaching physics in the Peace Corps.
During his internship at the
University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center, he turned to
cocaine and prescription drugs
- and lost a hospital residency.
He cleaned up and got another residency, Sack said, but
by the time he arrived in San
Diego in 1_982 he was drinking
again.
When interviewed for his
first job, Sack said the doctor
he wanted to work with recognized the signs of alcoholism
and told him he needed to get
help.
"He saw the problem. I
didn't," Sack said.
Sack voluntarily entered the
state's diversion program in
1984.
He also joined the American
-Society of Addiction Medicine
and the California Society of
Addiction Medicine. He became a staff physician for

Scripps Memorial McDonald
Center for Alcoholism and
Drugs Addiction and lectured
at the UCSD School of Medicine on treating addicts.

'A life of its own'
Even as Sack helped his patients cope with the devastation
that addiction brought to their
lives, he couldn't overcome
what he said was his predisposition to drinking and his unusually high tolerance for
drugs.
At times, Sack said, h~ used
up to 40 times the recommended dose of potent painkillers such as Oxycodone and
morphine. Drinking eight
beers and a half bottle of rum in
a single night was normal.
"Addiction is a condition that
has a life of its own," Sack said.
He said he was never under
the influence when he worked
with patients, but admits he ·
was often hung over and his
performance "may have been
sub-optimal."
In 2000, the Medical Board
put Sack on probation for overprescribing pain medication to
several of his patients.
Sack disputes the Medical
Board's accusation last year
that he deceived other doctors
and pharmacies to get prescrip- tions for painkillers, saying he
needed large doses to combat
the pain associated with his
bone cancer, which was diagnosed in 2003. Instead of fighting the charges, Sack agreed to
the board's conditions that he
again participate in the diversion program and meet other
requirements to keep his license.
In May, Sack decided to stop
practicing medicine, and he
said he will not renew his license when it expires next
year. Although still eligible to
participate in California's diversion program, Sack has decided instead to deal with his drug
and alcohol dependence on his·
own.
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California ends beleaguered program for impaired
doctors
The physician diversion program has received bad reviews since first
audited in 1982.
By Damon Adams, AMNews staff. Aug. 27, 2007.
California medical leaders want to hold a summit to determine how to rehabilitate impaired
doctors now that a state program is being abolished.
The Medical Board of California on July 26 voted to end its
physician diversion program by June 30, 2008. The board
concluded that running the confidential program that supports
and monitors physicians who have drug, alcohol or mental
problems was inconsistent with its mission to protect the public. Doctors refer themselves, or
the board places them in the program instead of disciplining them or as part of discipline.
With this article
■ See related content
■ Regiorial news: West

The board's vote came after a June review -- the fifth audit of the program in its 27 years -found the program is not protecting patients.

Lapses in monitoring cited
"I think it's worse than any of us know. It's scary," said Julianne D'Angelo Fellmeth,
administrative director of the Center for Public Interest Law at the Universit of San Die
School of Law. She audited the board and its diversion program in 2004. "It has flunked all
five of those audits."
Fellmeth's report said the board did a poor job overseeing the program. She said the program
failed to monitor physicians and many were not tested as frequently as required.
A June California State Auditor report cited similar problems, pointing to inconsistent
monitoring of doctors and poor medical board oversight. The audit said the program failed to
conduct random drug tests, did not require doctors to immediately stop practicing after
testing positive for alcohol or drugs, and did not quickly identify missed drug tests.
At the July 26 medical board meeting, Fellmeth and others criticized the program.
"If the program is not adequately monitoring doctors, patients are at the mercy of this
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program," she said.
Medical board president Richard Fantozzi, MD, said ending the diversion effort is the right
choice.
"Some doctors would game the system. They were supposed to have an office monitor, and it
was somebody who was working for them," said Dr. Fantozzi, a head and neck surgeon in
San Diego. "All the audits pointed out the flaws ."

Seeking other solutions
But some groups, including the California Medical Assn. and the California Society of
Addiction Medicine, argued to improve, not eliminate, the program.
"The diversion program protects patients better than not having a diversion program. We
think they're now driving the problem underground," said CMA Speaker of the House James
Hay, MD, a family physician in Encinitas, Calif.
Dr. Hay said the diversion effort encourages physicians to seek help before a patient is hurt.
Without it, discipline would be the only option for impaired physicians, a formal process that
could take a year or more to get a physician to stop practicing while subjecting patients to
risk.
"We believe the likelihood of patient harm has been increased," Dr. Hay said.

(

California is one of a few states whose medical board operates its impaired physicians
program. Other state medical boards contract with private companies or a state medical
society to run their programs, according to experts.

Advocates say a program is needed
Luis T. Sanchez, MD, president of the Federation of State Physician Health Programs, said
his group would offer its help to California leaders seeking solutions.
He said physicians do not get appropriate help unless a state offers a physician health
program that treats them fairly.
Dr. Fantozzi, of the medical board, said approximately 300 physicians in California's
diversion program would be transferred to private programs. He said the board has called for
a summit this year with professional organizations, consumer groups and others to explore a
new way to monitor impaired physicians. He said a statewide diversion program could be
created to oversee all licensed professionals in the state.
Fellmeth, of the Center for Public Interest Law, said there should be a new diversion
program, just not one run by the medical board.
"I certainly don't want to discourage physicians from seeking help," she said. "But the way
that this program was run clearly did not protect patients."
Back to top.

http ://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2007/08/27 /prsb0827 .htm

8/21/2007

Forum
LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL.MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2007 • PAGE 6

Malpractice Transparency
By Robert C. Fellmeth

retention/writing ability examination on
general law subjects. The Bar's license is
he State Bar is now considering general, allowing any attorney to essen.
a rule to restore the requirement tially practice in any area of law desired
that attorneys disclose to clients if - regardless of competence.
they lack malpractice insurance coverage.
The Bar lacks the kind of private checks
The current proposal is the elephantine present in a field such as mt 1icine to efgestation of a mouse embryo. It includes fectively bar the entry of the incompetent
three immediate weaknesses: (a) it only (such as through the hospital admission
applies prospectively to new clients, (b) it and certification that is effectively necesdoes not require written acknowledgment sary for medical practice). The current
from clients and (c) it does not require ad- system of law specialty certi fication has
equate disclosure of the nature and extent value, but the overall state ·regulatory
of coverage.
system does not prevent an attorney from
The problem is larger than that, how- taking a criminal defense case one day, adever, and it rests with the pretensions and vising on an estate or tax matter the next,
unstated cartel practices of
helping with a patent on the
our own profession. Unique
third day and then fi nishing
among all trades and profesthe week by filing a Subdivisions, ours effectively exersion Map Act application for
The Bar's
cises the power of the state.
a new housing development
discipline
We elect most of our own
- while also advising tengovernors. Those electees in
system
ants, debtors and perhaps
turn control entry barriers
immigrants seeking green
generally does
and the initiation of discicards. To top it off, the Bar
not react
pline. Supreme Court review
does not require any retestis largely passive and limited
ing or demonstration of
to one, or
in practice. Our governance
competence whatsoever for
even
several
of our own quality control
the next 50 or more years of
serious
imposes a special obligation
a professional career. We all
on us to assure compensaknow that a single decision
acts of
tion to those damaged from
at any point over this period
incompetence
our failure to bar or excise
can alter advisable practice
-whatever
the incompetent. We have
even more than new medical
not done that. In fact, we
discoveries can for doctors.
the price paid
have both avoided the asIt gets worse, however,
by consumers.
surance of competence and
for the victims of negligent
facilitated the avoidance of
practice, because the Bar's
recovery where negligence
discipline system generhas been proved.
ally does not react to one, or
Disclosure is not enough. We should even several serious acts of incompetence
require malpractice coverage for private - whatever the price paid by consumers
counsel upon whom consumer clients rely relying on the Bar's assurance of that
or, at the very least, expand the coverage competence. If we review disciplinary
of the Client Security Fund so that it can actions, and · the scope of our system, we
serve as a last-resort payor of judgments up find that the current framework (perhaps
to a reasonable level:
understandably) eschews coverage of
One seminal purpose of professional "mistakes" unless they become a radically
regulation is to prevent the irreparable documented, persistent pattern. Even here,
harm that befalls the public from dishonest disciplinary actions are rare. Meanwhile,
or incompetent practice. To prevent that the Bar has a Client Security Fund allegeddamage, agencies set up licensure systems ly intended to provide security to clients. It
and barriers to entry, then monjtor prac- has a rather low ceiling per claim, however,
tice to excise those who visit such harm on and, more importantly, only covers dishonconsumers and to facilitate compensation est acts by attorneys - not incompetence,
where monetary ·recovery is appropriate. no matter how gross and repeated.
The State Bar does not do a credible job
We know that about 20 percent of our
at this fundamental task. We admit mem- licensees operate "naked" - without any
bers based on nothing more than a single coverage whatsoever. Most of them are
examination - usually at age 25. The test small operators - where the evidence
will likely not include any demonstration shows that serious consumer harm from
of competence in the actual area of law negligence occurs disproportionately.
relied upon by consumers. It is, rather, a These practitioners often lack an adequate

T

background or the necessary colleagues
to ensure quality control. Most of this 20
percent are effectively judgment-proof.
Despite the irreparable harm that occurs because, say, your estate goes to the
wrong person after your death, or you are
deported to Bangladesh, or you are sitting
in Lompoc prison, the relevant remedies
at law (damages) won't help you with this
population of more than 40,000 attorneys.
No malpractice lawyer will even take a case
lacking money recovery at the end. Usually,
nobody will even know about it. There will
be no Client Security Fund payout. There
will be no discipline. T!iere will be nothing
but the loss and its likely repetition.
To top it all off, we have members of the
State Bar arguing that attorneys need not
even disclose to a client that they have no
coverage, that no practical money remedy
will exist for negligence damage. The logic
is apparently that uncovered attorneys save
money and therefore charge less and serve
clients at a lower cost - a benefit that will
be lost if they have to disclose. The loss will
allegedly occur because some clients may
prefer attorneys with insurance.
Are these commentators listening to
what they are saying? They present the
baffling proposition that client preference
for insured counsel may disadvantage
uninsured attorneys (because clients will
not want to use them) and that works to
the disadvantage of .. . those very clients?
Aside from this patronizing assumption,
does anyone really believe that uncovered
practitioners are passing their no-malpractice-coverage savings along to consumers?
Give me a break.

A

dd to the relevant background the
oft-stated truism about the fiduciary
duty of an attorney to his or her client. It is not just any fi duciary duty. Since
the 19th century case of Cox v. Delmas, it
has been consistently held to be a fiduciary
duty "of the very highest character." Presumably, it means something. Why does
the Bar not discipline attorneys who fail to
make a disclosure to a client that they lack
malpractice coverage? Is it the common
expectation that attorneys are judgmentproof or otherwise invulnerable for the
losses incurred when they fail to meet the
applicable standard of care? Why is it not a
breach of fiduciary duty to hide it?
If we are serious about being an "honor- ·
able profession" (and it is no accident that
we suffer a regrettable level of public revulsion), we need to start walking the walk.
Everyone knows we can talk the talk. That
walk requires some attention to compe-
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tence assurance. It also requires coverage
(and some assumption of responsibility)
when actionable negligence damages our
clients. That means either requiring liability coverage or providing at least some
measure of indemnification through our
offices.· We all may have to pay another
$50 or $100 cir $200 a year into the Client
Security Fund to provide it. But we are
the ones who decide who gets to practice
law and who continues to practice law. We
need to begin living up to our responsibility

by going substantially beyond the current
proposed rule. We must honestly provide
the assurances properly assumed by us in
exercising regulatory powers and understandably relied upon by the public.

J

Robert C. Fellmet. h. is the Price Professov
q!_!:>_~blic Interest _L9~.. ?.~.the UniversJ!t.E.....1'...,_________,,
San Diego School of Law..He served as the
State Bar's discipline monitor from 1987
to 1992.
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Claims against Gibbons revealed
Court filing alleges then-congressman interceded for friend
By MOLLY BALL and DAVID KI HARA
REVIEW -JOURNAL

A newly available document states that Gov. Jim Gibbons "has admitted" that he urged federal
authorities to pursue criminal action against a software developer whose business dispute with a
friend of Gibbons has prompted a federal investigation.
The statement is made in a legal motion filed last year, but kept secret until Tuesday, when it was
unsealed at a judge's order. The source of the claim that Gibbons made such an admission is not
clear.

(

The motion was filed by attorneys representing Dennis Montgomery, whose civil dispute with his
former business partner, Warren Trepp, contains accusations that Gibbons, while in Congress,
helped Trepp get secret federal contracts in exchange for cash, gifts and campaign contributions.
Gibbons on Tuesday issued a statement denying that the claim in the motion was true, calling it
"the same old fabrication that was concocted by Mr. Montgomery when he initiated his suit aga inst ·
his former partner. It is not true, as I have said before."
Montgomery has previously alleged that Gibbons asked authorities to raid Montgomery's house
because it would benefit Trepp, and Gibbons has previously denied it . But the document unsealed
Tuesday ups the ante by asserting that Gibbons acknowledges having done so.
"Congressman Gibbons has admitted that he initiated the criminal action on behalf of Trepp by
'making phone calls' to Reno U.S . Attorney Bogden and the FBI," the document states.
"Reno U.S. Attorney Bogden" is a reference to former Nevada U.S. Attorney Daniel Bogden, who
was one of the federal prosecutors fired in the purge that has become a scandal in the U.S.
Department of Justice .
Bogden has previously denied being involved in the raid or acting at Gibbons' behest.
Montgomery's lawyer, Michael Flynn, said Tuesday he could not comment on the filing. Flynn has
asked to be removed as Montgomery's counsel.
The sentence referring to Gibbons' purported admission parenthetically cites three sources: a legal
motion in the proceeding concerning the criminal action, none of which has been made public; a
motion by Montgomery in the civil litigation that remains under seal; and a November article in the
Wall Street Journal that first made public the allegations against Gibbons, but does not contain an
adm ission by Gibbons that he called Bogden or the FBI.
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In March 2006, with the civil lawsuit well under way, the Reno office of the FBI raided
Montgomery's home seeking evidence for a potential criminal prosecution for theft of trade secrets .
In the raid, agents seized more than two dozen hard drives that were thought to contain classified
government secrets.
The hard drives turned out not to contain classified information. A federal judge ordered them
returned to Montgomery, and another federal magistrate ruled the search was highly improper.
U.S. Magistrate Valerie Cooke said the agent who sought the search warrant for Montgomery's
house and storage spaces was an "unwitting pawn" of Trepp in the civil dispute between Trepp and
Montgomery. Cooke said criminal authorities shouldn't have involved themselves in a business
dispute.
Montgomery contends Trepp needed the software codes on the hard drives to fulfill a $100 million
defense contract whose deadline was looming. He said Trepp prevailed upon Gibbons to initiate the
raid and seize the hard drives.
A lawyer for Trepp, Stephen Peek, said Tuesday he was familiar with the sealed documents and,
while he could not disclose their specific contents, "Generally, I am unaware of any admission by
Gibbons of making phone calls to Bogden or the FBl in any of the pleadings ."
The source for the purported admission may be Montgomery himself, Peek contended.
Gibbons admits he helped secure contracts for the software company, eTreppid, that were
contained in the secret federal "black budget."
Gibbons says Trepp is a longtime friend, and that he helped eTreppid because its product was
worthy and the contracts would bring jobs to his congressional district.
Montgomery contends the contracts were payback for Trepp's support of Gibbons in the form of
political donations, a Caribbean cruise, and cash. Gibbons is the subject of a Washington-based FBI
investigation.

If Gibbons did lean on federal prosecutors to go after an enemy, "it's a blatant, overt misuse of
political power," said Keith Ashdown, chief investigator for the Washington-based nonprofit
Taxpayers for Common Sense.
"When it comes to the enforcement of our laws, legislators are not supposed to be, out of public
view, trying to convince prosecutors to go after certain individuals," he said. "When a lawmaker
calls the office of a prosecutor, they're stepping over the boundary."
Another expert said a phone call by Gibbons might have been acceptable if he was just passing on
a tip, but not if any pressure was exerted b ed on his political power.
"There's nothing wrong with a congressma
e U.S. attorney and saying, 'I
think there's something going on here that you shou
, " said Robert Fellmeth, director of
the Center for Public Interest Law at the University of San Diego School of Law and a former
federal prosecutor.
"But if the implication is, 'I will use my official position as someone of influence to make sure you
do this, or else,' that's wrong," Fellmeth said. "The wrong is the use of power to influence the
decision beyond the merits of the case ."
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District crossover raises questions
Educators can have dual roles on boards ·
By Chris Moran
STAFF WRITER

August 4, 2007

SOUTH COUNTY - School employees commonly serve on the governing boards of school districts that don't employ
them. What makes a case in South County different is three administrators' dual roles at Southwestern College and
the Sweetwater Union High School District, because they're in positions to vote on each other's budgets and salaries.
Greg Sandoval is interim president of Southwestern and a member of the Sweetwater board. Arlie Ricasa is director
of student activities at Southwestern and is on the Sweetwater board. Jorge Dominguez is director of the Educational
Technology Department at Sweetwater and a member of the Southwestern board.
The arrangement is legal. Governance ethicists raise questions about appearances, though, especially when the
crossover votes occur as close together as they have recently.
How close?
In May, Sandoval joined the majority in a 3-2 vote rejecting $500,000 for Dominguez's department.
Sweetwater Superintendent Jesus Gandara said he was shocked by the vote because he considers training educators
in technology essential to the district's success.
Gandara brought the item back for reconsideration in June. Sandoval changed his mind- and the outcome of the
·
vote. The $500,000 was restored on a 3-2 vote. Ricasa voted for the funding both times.
Nine days after his department's funding was restored, Dominguez joined a unanimous college board in approving
raises for Sandoval, Ricasa and 19 other administrators. The amount ofthe raise will be calculated later based on
state funding.
When asked whether he had considered recusing himself from the vote on the raises, Dominguez said he thought he
had done so. It had been his intent to recuse himself, he said, but he may have inadvertently cast a vote because he
was distracted by a controversy at the same meeting over whether to extend a vice president's contract and whether
to give that vice president a raise that split the board 3-2.
Dominguez said that if he voted for Sandoval's raise, "I will definitely look at changing my vote on that."

(

Universi of San Die o School of Law and Bob
Robert Fellmeth director of the Center
ernmental Studies in Los Angeles, said Dominguez
Stern, president of the independent, nonprofit Center or
deserves praise if he recuses himself, even if it's after the fact.
There's no inherent conflict of interest in being a board member one place and an employee in another, Fellmeth
said.

"If anything, you're probably more qualified than most to sit on the other board," he said.
http://signonsandiego. printthis. clickabili ty .corn/pt/cpt? action=cpt&ti tle=District+crossover+raises+... 8/7 /2 00'.
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South County is replete with examples.
Chula Vista school trustee Bertha Lopez teaches at an elementary school in National City. Mountain Empire Unified
(
School District Superintendent Patrick Judd serves on the Chula Vista school board. Sweetwater trustee Pearl
Quinones works for the San Ysidro School District. South Bay Union School District board President Althea Jones
works for the San Diego Unified School District.
But the Southwestern-Sweetwater overlap creates an appearance of possible conflict, Stern said.
"You can't have two masters, so the question is, 'Where is your loyalty?'" he said. "I really think that they need to re·
evaluate whether they should be on each other's boards."
Sandoval said he saw no conflict of interest in his two votes on funding for Dominguez's department. Sandoval said
he votes on recommendations that come from the Sweetwater superintendent, not from Dominguez. Gandara made
a better case for the funding and provided more specifics the second time around, Sandoval said.
He said he's conscientious about consulting with Sweetwater's attorneys to steer clear of improper votes. He said,
however, that he may have to go one step further and seek legal counsel on how to avoid even appearances of
impropriety.
Dominguez and Sandoval both denied making any deal to swap votes. The two must regularly communicate about
Southwestern College issues, but both said they haven't discussed Sandoval's Sweetwater votes. ·
The biggest problem of appearance with overlapping jurisdictions is the potential for a deal for personal gain,
Fellmeth said. But without evidence of that, nothing is amiss, he said.
"One could only hope that decisions are made on the merits," Fellmeth said.

•Chris Moran: (619) 498-6637; chris.moran@uniontrib.com
»Next Story»
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Grossmont committee picks leaders
Monday,August20, 2007
The Grossmont Healthcare District's Independent Citizens' Bond Oversight Committee announced Monday it
selected a chairman and vice chairman .
The oversight committee is a group of 11 East County volunteers who monitor expenditures related to
Proposition G, a $247 million bond measure approved last year.
Ernest Ewin, who was previously serving as the committee's interim chairman, was elected as chairman ; and
James Johnson, president and CEO of Meals-On-Wheels of Greater San Diego Inc., will serve as vice chairman.
Both are residents of La Mesa.
Ewin , president of consulting firm Ewin & Associates , has served two terms on the La Mesa City Council, most
recently since 2002. He previously served for three years as chairman of the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community
College District's Proposition R Citizens Bond Oversight Committee.
Johnson was a general surgeon for 30 years and is now retired from active practice. He served in the U.S. Navy
for 28 years, including as commander of Naval Medical Center San Diego from 2001 to 2003.
In addition, members recently agreed to serve on various ICBOC committees. They include:

* Communications Committee: Johnson; Peter Hanson , an orthopedic surgeon at Sharp Grossmont Hospital;
and Ellen Arcadi , a registered nurse and member of the Commission on Aging for the city of La Mesa.
* Construction Committee: Hawkins; Joseph Powell, business manager for the Sheet Metal Workers'
International Association , Local 206; Michael Peddecord, professor emeritus of health services administration at
San Diego State University; and Robert Klaiber, retired banker and volunteer with the Grossmont Hospital
Auxiliary.

* Finance Committee: Ewin; Andrew Knutson, branch manager and general principal for AIG Financial
Advisors ; and James Schmidt, a retired banker
Patrick Donnelly, a corporate administrative contracting officer for the federal government, recently resigned from
the committee after relocating to Belgium .
The next oversight committee meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 20, at Grossmont Hospital.
The public is invited to attend.
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Retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor will give the
keynote luncheon address on judicial independence during this conference event.
Organization: National Associa tion of Women Judges Information : (202) 39302 22 www.nawj .org Cost: No Details Ava ilable Where: USO School of Law, 5998
Alcal Park, San Diego, 92110, Ven_ue Phone - (619) 2~0-4600
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Retired Justice Sandra Day O'Connor will be the keynote ·speaker at this conference, which will feature discussion focusing on t he impact of judicial diversity
·
of contrasting systems of judicial selection
Organization : USO School of Law In
usdlaweven t@sana1ego .edu Cost: No Details A
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Increased enrollment sparks construction at area colleges,
By ERIK PISOR
The Daily Transcript

Despite a lack of raw developable land on university and
community college campuses
within the city of San Diego, a significant amount of construction
projects have either recently been
completed, are ongoing or are in
the design stage.
The University of California, San
Diego (UCSD) currently has several construction projects under way,
including the expansion and renovation of the Price Center, also
referred to as the university's student union.
According to Boone Hellmann,
campus architect, the size of the
center will be doubled to 100,500
assignable square feet once construction is complete.
Nearly all of the existing center
will be upgraded, as 54,000 square
feet of the total 63,800 square feet
is being renovated. Also included
in the project are a 22,700-squarefoot ex1>ansion of the bookstore,
including a medium-sized grocery
store, a 6,600-square-foot Cross
Cultural Center, a 4,600-square foot Alumni and Visitors Center,
and a 2,800-square-foot Student
Services Center.

,Cl.

"°

M. A Mortenson is serving as
the general contractor for the $56
million project. The completion
date for the addition to the center
is winter 2008, and summer 2008
for the renovation.
Because the campus contains
1,200 acres of preserved land, additions and renovations to existing
facilities are the main technique
used for new campus development.
UCSD currently has two other
addition projects under way. The
San Diego Supercomputer Center
project includes a five-level addition to the existing building. The
five-story Mayer Hall Addition
project will renovate approximately 35,000 square feet and construct a 45,000-square-foot addition to provide modern instruction
and research facilities for the
Department of Physics, according
to UCSD's Facilities Design and
Construction Department.
According to Hellmann, the
amount of construction currently
under way on campus is on par
with previous years, as is the
amount of projects in the
design/planning stage.
Phase 2 of the Rady School of
Managemen t is currently in the
design phase. The project aims to

complete the Rady School to its
envisioned capacity. Phase I provided 50,000 assignable square
feet of space within a total area of
83,333 gross square feet.
The expansion of Thornton
Hospital, which would include a
new bed tower, and construction
of a new housing project are currently in the preliminary planning
stages, Hellmann said.
Turner Construction Co. was
recently awarded the design/build,
fast track North Campus Housing
project. The student housing will
be located on a five-acre site in the
North Campus area. The project
consists of approximately 225,000
assignable square feet of 1,000plus apartment-style units configured in two, three and four bedrooms.
The project will also include
approximately 10,000 assignable
square feet of conference rooms,
vending and mail areas, laundry
room, maintenance and administrative offices and 5,100 square
feet of retail space. Construction is
anticipated to start later this year
and reach completion by summer
2009.

universities
The university recently added
800 beds to its student housing
inventory when Sundt Construction Inc. completed a more
than $66 million, 374,000-squ arefoot complex for graduate students. All units are two-bedroom
apartments at 740 gross square
feet in size. The project also provided 800 parking stalls on site.
McCarthy Building Companies
Inc. recently completed construction on the $30 million Student
Academic Services Facility. The Lshaped building features a tall
arcade structure above the ground
floor consisting of 24-foot high
exposed concrete columns. A mezzanine is suspended on these
columns.
Designed by architect Rob
Wellington Quigley, the five-story,
141,000-squa re-foot building will
house multiple departments
including the Registrar, Financial
Aid, Graduate Studies and
Admissions. The facility also
includes a 300-seat multipurpose
room and, eventually, two restaurants and retail shops at the

The new Student Academic Services Facility at UCSD will house multiple departments including the
Registrar, Financial Aid, Graduate Studies and Admissions.

development and community
ground floor.
To the south of UCSD, the Al"""•""'-.----~ff-campus
go State
University of San Diego (JJ~D) h
two construct10n projects that will "'Wi"'8111111111Ji11~,.._...,..,_,,rently has
no ongoing construction projects.
reach completion shortly.
However, SDSU's draft environAccording to Conley Robinson,
manager of planning design and mental impact report for its
construction for USD, construction Campus Master Plan recently
on the university's School of underwent a 45-day public review
Leadership and Education Sciences period.
According to Tony Fulton, camwill be complete in September.
The two-story, 83,000-square- pus architect, the university
foot building will feature 14 class- received nearly 140 comments,
room/seminar rooms, a 200-seat many of which focused on the
auditorium, a 60-seat executive Adobe Falls project, which is proclassroom, offices, a 2,000-square- posed on land owned by the unifoot reading room and a cyber versity just north of Interstate 8 in
cafe. One level of underground Del Cerro.
Several months ago, the univerparking is also included.
San Diego-based Architects sity amended its master plan in
order to limit the number of townDelawie Wilkes Rodrigues Barker
provided the design and technical homes for the Adobe Falls project
documents for the $34.4 million to a maximum of 174 units if no
project and Rudolph & Sletton alternate access to the site could be
Inc. is serving as the general con- provided, according to Jack
Beresford, SDSU's assistant vice
tractor.
A new on-campus student resi- president for marketing and comdent complex will be complete by munications.
The housing reduction was a
August and will feature two-,
more than 68 percent decrease in
three- and four-story structures.
In addition to those projects, the amount of suggested homes
programming is currently under- from the original 2005 proposal of
way for a new School of Education 540 homes. However, if alternate
and an addition to the University access could be provided to the
Center. Construction on the center site, as many as 348 homes could
is anticipated to begin in spring be developed.
University staff will review and
2008, according to Robinson.
respond to comments from public
With little land available for

•

agencies, city officials, Del Cerro
residents and others prior to publishing a final EIR, which should
·
occur in early September.
The final EIR will then be delivered to the university trustees on
Sept. 18 for endorsement. A 30day wait period, in which the university can make sure it is clear of
lawsuits, follows the EIR's
approval. After that, the plan can
move forward.
The project, barring any problems, will be constructed in phases
spanning the next several years.
Other proposed developments
within the plan include the addition of nearly 3,000 beds of oncampus student housing; which
would double current inventory.
According to Beresford, this will
be accomplished without tearing
down a lot of existing buildings.
Also proposed are a 120-room
hotel, constructed near Alvarado
Road off Interstate 8; a new student union building next to the
Aztec Center; and a 70,000square-foot conference center, east
of Cox Arena.
In terms of classrooms, the
largest component of the plan is
the 600,000-square-foot Alvarado
campus, which would sit on property currently owned by the university's research foundation. The
See Enrollment on 7
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campus is envisioned as a possible
new home for SDSU's College of
Education, as well as new academic and research facilities for the
College of Engineering, College of
Health & Human Services and
College of Sciences. A parking
structure to serve these facilities is
also proposed.
The school also is working with
private developers to provide more
student housing within walking
distance and around nearby trolley
stations.
Overall, the 2007 campus master plan revision is expected to
increase SDSU's enrollment
capacity from 25,000 full-time
equivalent students to 35,000 in
the next two decades.
Previously the university's 2005
master plan was approved by its
board of trustees. However, a 2006
court ruling in the case of the City
of Marina v. CSU Monterey Bay
resulted in the de-certification of
SDSU's project EIR, which meant a
new master plan had to be crafted.
Besides de-certifying the_ EIR,
the ruling also required SDSU to
fund its fair share of off-site infrastructure costs brought on by any
new development. Previously,
cities would have to pick up the tab
for improvements.
Currently the California State
University system does not have
plans to build any new universities
and has asked existing schools to
grow to help meet enrollment
demand.
While there is currently no new
construction underway on campus, SDSU officially opened a new
It $26.8 million, 109,000-squar e-

foot College of Arts and Letters
building last October.
Like the three universities within the city, the San Diego
Community College district also
anticipates enrollment increases,
which has sparked construction
activity and design at its three
campuses.
According to Joe Miner, program manager for Gafa>n Inc.,
who is in charge of project management for both the district, construction is currently underway
for the Hourglass Park Field
House/Gym on the Miramar
College campus.
The 20,000-square-foot project
includes classrooms, storage areas
and shower/locker areas. Carrier
Johnson served as the architect
with C.W. Driver serving as the
general contractors. The Field
House will be complete in August
2007.

Miramar recently finished an
open space area park area dubbed
"Leave a Legacy" Plaza. The project included construction of a
landscaped plaza, paved pathways, benches and lighting in an
undeveloped area between the
Science & Technology Building
and the Automotive Technology
Career Instructional Building.
RSM2 Contractors Inc. served as
the general contractor.
The campus is also in the design
stage on two projects: a new
30,000-square- foot technology
building and a new 77,000square-foot library.
currently
is
Construction
underway on the Mesa College
Drive Entrance Road/Realignment project, which consists of a

new parking structure and a new
entrance road into the college,
Miner said. Construction of the
new entrance includes extending
Mesa College Circle to connect
with Armstrong Street, as well ~
provide access to the Allied Health
Building and the San Diego
Unified School District's Middle
College High School.
Mesa also has another parking
structure in the design stage.
Besides the structure itself, the
project would include repair and
renovation of campus police and
security buildings, and related
road safety improvements.
The 14,000-square-f oot Allied
Health Center, which would provide labs and classrooms for dental, physical therapy, radiology
health professions, awaits a
November 2007 Division of the
State Architect review.
While San Diego City College
has no projects currently under
construction, it does have several
in the planning and design stages,
including a 88,000-gross-sq uareTechnology
Vocational
foot
Center, which will include classrooms for photography, nursing
and cosmetology.
Also in the planning stage is the
renovation of the existing 18,000square-foot Child Development
Center.
Aside from the district's three
main campuses, Miner said there
is a new classroom facility being
constructed at one of the district's
Continuing Education Centers,
with similar projects being
designed.

I

erik.pisor@sddt.com
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LARGEST CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
Ranked by contract amount
• Date of (planned)

Project name
Project address

Rank

• Contract amount

• General contractor

UC San Diego Rady School of Management

24

Rock Church & Academy
2277 Rosec,ans St.
SanDiego92106

Dlego School of LeadersbiR ii
euuaa SBN1ces 1
8 S§§SAICJIJIJIR

Project description

83,333

Ellerbe Beckel

Four-story graouate bosiness rnanaQement school,
including classrooms, bfeakoutfstudy rooms, !acuity
offices, IJean'ssuite, execu!ive education, career
services. student support areas

Cislerra Partners

200,000

Bnan Paul & Assoc1a1es

Two IOtK•story buildings, mut1Ilevel p.1rklng strUC1u1e

and associated sae work

na

S33,800,000
OPR ConStrucllOO lllC,

Juty2006
GeminiSciencelnc.Jla
Jollalnstltute lor Allergy
and Immunology

145.000

DelaWleWilkesRodrigues
Barker

n uee•lel/el research and development buik1ing

Gemini Science Inc.

S33,585,14 1
Haroer Constn,ct1on Co ktc.

AuguSI 2007
na

205,500

Gens1e1

116.000•SQuare-1001K-1 2 SChOol aoo
89,000-SQuare-loot sanctuary

Evangehcal Chnslian
Credit Union

S33,200,000
RudOIPh & Sletton

AuQus12007
l.lntverslty ot San Diego

83,000

Oelawie Wilkes Rodrigues
Barker

Two-lel/el lacUrty leatunog 15 classrooms,
auoilorium, eiecutive training classroom and an
instruc1ionalresourcecen1er

private

530,000.000
McCarttiy Bu1idin11 Cos.

Ai)rll2007
Facilities Design&
Consuuction at UCSD

110,000

Rob We1:mg1on Quigley

f'rve-story 1ac1lity W1Ul an aud1tor1um aoo cate

UC Reoents, Department
oltheStateArchilect

$29,000,000
Edge Development

August 2008
Poway Unified School

84,259

NTOStiCtllerAtchttecture

Two-story elementary school, Including lib<ary, tood
services, lnteractrve learning mall, playground and
field

stateolCaliforma

S26,953,928
Haroer Construction Co. lnc.

April2007
Ohver McMillan

200,600

Benson& Bohl

160 cooclominiums, two·!el/el undergroooo oarking

Bank o!Amenca

$25,700,000
Mccarthy Buifding Cos.

Fa112007
Children's Hospi1al

332.279

Walker Parkil'l!I Consultants

Five-level parking sln.JctlKe, able to accommodate
1,501 vehicles. Thestructu,e leaturesa top-level
DOdk.tm !or the tuture construction ol aRonakl
McDonald House.

na

S23.000.000
C.W Driver

Jooe2008
San MarcosUnilied
SchOOI OiSlticl

57,000

HMC

14-acre elementary SCOOOI campus. inclUding 14
buikliogs

stateolGaliforma

S22.755,360
JaynesCo<o. olCalifornia

Apol 2007
Sudberry ProPertres

160,000

Fth!manlaBarreAtchitecture
Planning

Specialty retail center

na

$22,600,000
l.1CCarthy &Ji!ding Cos

Septemoer 2007
SanOl~CitySchools

56.800

Whitelaw Atchi1ectslnc

N:ne ourldings IIOUSlnll 32 clawooms. a mutbpuroose
room. library, media center, caletefia, and
adm1nistrativespaces. Outdoorplayareasandsports
lieldS wilt be lnclUde<I oo the site

na

$21 ,974,825

Harpel Construction Co. Inc.

September 2007
Chelsea Development

95,000

Dominy & A.ssoc:lates

151-unit afforoable senior housing project, midrise,
rrve-story

RedevelOpment agency
and tax credit Mld!ng

$20,400,000
Highland Partnership Inc.

March2007

sosu

101 ,150

Delawle Wilkes Rodngues
Ba1ker

Four-story l>Ullding lealllring medical oHices, exam
and proceduie rooms, radiology. pharmacy,
optometry, g10up test rooms and a lulu,e dental lall

na

$19,897,265
Harpe, Construction Co. Inc.

September 2007
U.S. Navy

100,550

Gass Sowatsky Chapman &

Assoclales

Manne Corps base housing

U.S. Navy

S19.800.000
Rudolph & Sletton

November 2006
Sidney Kimmel Cancer
Center

91,000

OelaW1e Wilkes Rodrigues
Barke,

Two-s!ory t1u1kl:ng cootainnig 70 000 SQua1e teet of
lat)Oralorysp;iceandsem1nar1oom

tax-exempt boOds

S19,502,993
Harper Const1uctJon Co. Inc.

February 2007
otrver McMiUan

188.000

Sludlo EArchltects

148-unit condominium

Prtnc1pal Ffnanc1al Gfoop

$19,500,000
Roel Consuuc1ioo Inc

2008
tiationalUniversrty

174,000

Delawie Wilkes Rodrigues
Barker

Acat1em,c 1>U1klmg, panung structu,e, oceaneering
Duildiog and aeademk:/otlice brnkl:ng

$18,622,031
Harper Construction Co. lne.

May2006
U.S. Navy

91,0 12

Gass Sowatsky Chapman &
Associates

Marine Cofpsoase housillg

U.S. Navy

$18,600,000
C.W. Dover

San Diego Communrty

65,000

Carrier Johnson

Includes gymnasium, team lockllf rooms, physical
therapy room, fitness center, dance and aerobics
room and off1ee space

Proposition Sand Mira
Mesa Facilities Benefit
AMessmerll Funds

$17,000,000
McCanhy&JildingCos.

May2006

76,404

f>felfferPartnerslnc.

Apfil2007

pubtlc

-

Gemini Science Inc.Ila Jolla Institute for Allergy and
Immunology

27

Investors/source 01
funding

firm

S36,000.000
Reno Contracting Inc.

Gateway at Torrey Hills

9420 Atllena Circle
La..l0!1a92037

Architect/Architecture

UC San Diego

Cannel Mountain Road at Interstate 5
San Diego 92130

26

Square
footage of
project

$36,356,704
PCl Construction Services
Inc

UC Sao Diego campus
laJolla92037

25

completion
• Developer

October 2007

Univers; of san

San DieQO 921 10

UCSD Student Academic Services Facility

29

La Jolla 92093

30

San Diego 92127

9500 Gilman Drive

Del Sur Elementary School
15665 Paseo del Sur

Aloft on Cortez Hill

31

8890ateSl
San D!ego 92101

Children's Hospital and Heallll Center Parking
Structure

32

3065Chik11en's Way
San Diego 92 123

San Marcos Elementary School No. 2

33

Oleander and Poinsettia avenues
Vlsta92081

Village Walk at Eastlake

34

lrltersection ot state Route 125 and Ea.sUake Parkway
Chula Vlsta91915

Laura Rodrigues Elementary School

35

825S.31stSt.
San Diego 92113

City Heights Senior Housing

36

406543rdSl

San Diego 92105

San Diego State University Student Health Services
Building (Calpulli Center)

37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

SDSU Campus
San Diego9211 5

Bachelor Enlisted Quarters, P-015
P.O. Box 555019
camp Pendleton 92055

Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center
10905 Road to the Cure
San Diego 92121

Lotts at 677
655 GSL
San Diego 9210 1

National University Kearny Mesa
580 Aero Court
SanDiego9212J

Bachelor Enlisted Quarters, San Mateo

P.O. Box 5550 19
Camp Pendleton 92055

Miramar College Aeldhouse
10440 Black Mountain Road

San Olego92126

UC San Diego Biomedical Library

UCSDCampus
ui .Jolla92092

Olstric:I

July2008

CoflegeOistrict

"'

Three-level llbraryaddltlonainstructedofconctete

UCSD

~mt~~~m oda~~

na

Two-story office bulkllng tenant improvement

na

lhan ◄ ,000-, laait'/ and ....... amuaMy.

45

Qualcomm Building BB

4243 Campos Poinl CoUf1
SanD!e9o92121

=::~

' : : ~a,e ~ked by squere footage.
1

M

No'tava!lable

$16,500,000

Roel Construction Inc.

October 2007
Oualcomm Inc.

145,000

Delawle Wilkes Rodrigues

""""

IIA N o t -

aourc..: The building contrac1CB. arcNtects and architecture firms. CPA/CFO attested letters.

It Is not the Intent of this bt to endorse the participants nor to imply• project's size 01" numerical rank Indicates ill quality.
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Kaleidoscope awards accepting nominations
By TIFFANY STECKER
Thursday, August 23, 2007

Organizers are now accepting submissions for the u comin Kaleidoscope awards, to be presented at the
rnance.
Fourth annual University of San Diego
Nominations are due by at 5 p.m. Sept.~ ~'"""""tf'll!f!""',i,e,P"e'l~eptional governance and management of
nonprofit organizations in San Diego County.
The Institute will be held Jan . 11-12 at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice. For more information,
visit www.sandiego.edu/nonprofit/events for updated information.

(
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Peace avocatiOn for
dean of new school
The priest will lead a
University of San Diego
program to train relief
workers and diplomats.
By LARRY GORDON
Times Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO - How much
world peace will $50 million buy?
That is not exactly the question facing Father William Headley in his first weeks as the founding dean of the Joan B. Kroc
· School of Peace Studies at the
University of San Diego. But
Headley is in the enviable position of leading an institution
with that amount to train generations of diplomats, relief
workers and experts in conflict
resolution.
That's b~cause Kroc, the billionaire McDonald's hamburger
chain heiress, left $50 million after her 2003 death for a new
peace studies school and a related, preexisting think tank at
the Catholic university perched
on the bluffs above Sea World.
She previously had given the
university about $30 million that
was used to, among other things,
construct a 90,000-square-foot,
Spanish-style building to house
those programs.
Aware that many colleges offer traditional degrees in international relations, Kroc wanted
something different, a place devoted to what she described as
"not only talking about peace,
but making peace."

'gnwith
is not a
n. It's in
,
d the 69-year-old
est, who has vast overseas experience, in part rrom his previous high-ranking job at Catholic
Relief Services.
A former counselor to the
agency's president, he helped coordinate aid amid ethnic strife in
Africa and the Balkans and in
tsunami-ravaged parts of South
Asia.
Headley is determined to
show that peace studies deserves its Aug. 1 elevation into a
full-blooded school - one of six,
including business and law, at
[See Peace, Page B14]
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7,500-student universicy.
Skeptics should take note of
all the conflict s around the world
today, Headley said.
"Particularly now and particularly in our country, there are
some questions about how the
"standard military approach to
these things is working," he said.
"People are looking for some new
answers," he said during an interview in the six-year-old Kroc
building where a portrait. of the
late donor, who had owned the
Padres baseball team in San Diego, is prominently displayed.
Headley declined to state his
own position on the Iraq war. He
described himself as generai.Iy,
but not absolutely, pacifistic.
"I have to allow in my intellectual thinking for the possibility of
supporting" a war, he said, adding that he has long studied the
Catholic doctrine of "ajust war,"
which permits war only as a last
resort against an aggressor and
only if. it does not create evils
worse than the one eliminated.
Many of his views we~ forged
in the tumult of the 1960s. As a
··~•mg, white, Philadelphia-born
!St in the Congregation of the
l
.... uly Spirit order, he worked in
African American parishes in
South Carolina during the civil
·
rights movement,
Although not an active protester against the Vietnam War,
he said he remains deeply affected by the expertence of his.
younger brother, a Marine who
was badly wounded in Vietnam
in 1968 and remains disabled.
Headley rose to become the
leader of his order's eastern U.S.
province and later headed its
international efforts at peace
and justice out of Rome. He has
researched peace-making efforts
in India, Northern · Ireland,
South Africa, Israel and the Palestinian terrttortes.
Headley, who has a doctorate
i,n sociology from New York University, established a graduate
program in conflict resolution
and peace studies at Duquesne
University in Pittsburgh, where
he taught.
Though he is :,till considering .
his plans for the San Diego
school, he is expected to sharply
expand a small master's degree
,gram that began five years
J J and was run through another academic unit. It enrolls about
a dozen students and is expected
to have about 30 within two
years.
· There are plans to hire about
five professors initially while con-

l

tenfold over the last two decades
to about 200, according to the
Peace and Justice Studies Assn.,
a group housed at the University
of San Francisco.
Among the most prominent
programs is the University of Notre .Dame's 20-year-old Joan B.
Kroc lnsti~te for International
Peace Studies. Kroc gave that Indiana institute about $71 million,
including $50 million after her
death. It enrolls 40 master's degree students and 200 undergraduates who take peace studies as a double major, institute
Director R. Scott Appleby said.
Appleby praised Headley as
"an effective builder of peace
with hands-on experience," but
said he should prepare for possible political controversies.
Notre Dame, for example,
C HRIST I N E C O TTER Lo& Angeles T1m es
hifed Tariq Ramadan, a prominent Islamic scholar from SwitzDEAN: "People are looking for some new answers," said Father
erland. Then U.S. authortties in
Willi am H eadley of the Joan B . Kroc School of Peace Studies.
2004 revoked Ramadan's visa beI
tinuing to have some oourses I came out here, wondering fore he left Europe because of donations he made to charities that
taught by teachers from other whether I could hack my trade parts of the university. A peace to put it crudely - in an environ- the government contended
studies program for under- ment which has a reputation as aided Palestinian terrortsts.
Ramadan, denying any ,graduates is to be upgraded being relatively conservative and
from what is now a minor to a full has a very strong military base," known connections to terrortsm,
degree major by. next year, offi- he said. But he sai~ he has long · resigned the Notre Dame profes• had excellent relations with mil- sorship and never made it to the
cials said.
Headley also hopes to raise itary officers and expects , mili- campus.
In San Diego, even a big enthe profiles of the related Kroc- tary personnel to enroll as stufunded think tank that has a sol- dents and teach at the new dowment will not shield the
school from critics who think
id track record of sponsoring a school.
He also wants potential stu- "the very idea of putting money
wide range of international research, exchanges and peace ac- dents to know that the peace into studying peace is somehow
tivism and of a separate center, studies program offers a lay edu- contrary to patrtotism," said
also to be merged into the new cation even though it is set at a Mark Lance, a philosophy professor who runs a justice and
school, that focuses on issues Catholic university.
"I am a Catholic priest, and I peace studies program for
along the U.S.-Mexico border..
The peace school's mission make no apologies for that," undergraduates at Georgetown
·
goes beyond the formal diplo- Headley said. "I think it influenc- University.
However, professor I. William
macy Headley describes as nego- es my perspective on things. But
tiating treaties at "mahogany ta- . I know this has to be interreli- Zartman, director of the conflict
gious. Otherwise it would be management program at the
bles."
Courses for the yearlong mas- feeding into the very problems School of Advanced Internater's degree include· interna- that cause many conflicts in the tional Studies at Johns Hopkins
University, urged the new San
tional negotiations, 'comparative world."
Some students and faculty Diego school to have a solid
religious ethic:,, environmental
justice 1µ1d computertzed geo- complained about the long time grounding in international relait took to hire a peace studies tions and history to avoid being
graphic mapping.
Most of this year's graduate dean. However, university offi- seen as a "goody, goody prostudents spent much of July in cials said the $50-million gift gram." It needs faculty who can
refugee camps in Tanzania, on a took them by surprtse, so they , tell students "how to use power
trip they organized to· do re- needed time to decide on its use. instead of just saying power is a ·
University Provost Julie H. bad thing," Zartman said.
search and develop , mobile
Headley said he was ready for
health clinics. Alumni are work- Sullivan attributed some delays
ing in international diplomacy, to the peace school's untradi- such discussions and for some
human rights organizations and tional and cross-disciplinary na- discouragement about continuat U.S. and overseas charities, ture and difficulties in finding ing violence in the world. But he
someone like Headley who com- said he always hopes for peace.
among other places.
"That is P.art of my vocation,"
Headley s_aid he had , early bined academic credentials with
concerns about heading a peace real-world expertence at "peace he said. "That is part of the susprogram in San Diego, a city with building at the core of his iden- tenance I take from my religious
background: that there is always
a huge military presence that, he tity."
The number of U.S. universi- hope."
conceded, might not automatities and colleges offering some
cally welcome his ideas.
form of peace studies has grown larry.gQrdon@latimes .com
"It was a consideration when
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Preparing for peace at USD
Priest with a vision starts
as dean of new school
By Eleanor Yan9 Su
STAFF" WRITER

As the nation struggles with an unpopular war and violence persists in
parts of Africa and the Middle East, the
Rev. William Headley is starting a
school dedicated to the study of peace.
Advancing the cause for peace in
such a turbulent time may seem discouragin g to some, but not to the founding dean of the Universi of San Diego's Joan B. Kroc
oo o
Studies.
Headley, 69, has devoted about 25
years to peace-building as a priest, activist and academic.
Headley sees the school having an
' portant role in helping prepare people

to work at all levels in resolving conflicts.
"Peace-building isn't only what happens at a mahogan y table with the leaders of a country signing a documen t," he
said. "It has to happen at every level of
society."
It's about training student leaders and
other political players how to negotiate
and deal with cultural conflicts, he said.
It's teaching people how to best market
their ideas to the media.
His mission will be to help make USO
known around the world as an academic
r addressin g issues of peace and
· ullivan, who
for the dean.
ore than a year
selecting the dean among a field of more
than 50 candidate s. The late Joan Kroc,
the McDonal d's heiress, bequeath ed
SEE

Peace, B3

PROF'ILE:THE REV.
WILLIAM HEADLEY
Headley began work Wednesday
as the founding dean of the
University of San Diego's Joan
B. Kroc School of Peace Studies.
Age:69

Education: Undergraduate
degree in philosophy; ordained
as a priest; earned three
graduate degrees, including a
doctorate in sociology from Ne
York University.
Background: Associate
professor of ~ociology at
Duquesne University in
Pittsburgh; executive at Catholic
Relief Services, a
5,000·employee international
humanitarian agency based in
Baltimore.

The Rev. WIiiiam Headley has devoted
about 25 years to peace-building.
Nancee E. Lewis I Union-Tribune
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Dean's plans
include adding
students, facuity

(

$50 million to the Catholic university to establish the school.
Headley, who started the job
Wednesday, said he first will
listen to those on campus and
in the community to get a sense
of what they want'Of the school.
In the next three years, he
hopes to hire five full-time faculty membe rs and double- the
current enrolhnent of 25 students in the university's peace
and justice master's and undergraduate programs.
Headley said part of his challenge will be attracting people
to the emerging field of peace
studies.
The discipline developed in
the early 1950s as a response to
the Cold War, academics say. It
grew out of the field of international relations by a group of
people who believed there was
too much acceptance of the inevitability of war and too little
concen tration of studies of
peace and conflict resolution,
said UC San Diego intemation-,
al relations profess or Miles
Kahler.
The discipline typically combines the study of conflict resolu tion, international relations
and human rights.
Headley is hoping to set
USD's school apart by looking
at the assets in the area, possibly by studying the role of the·
military or border issues in
peace-building.
Since 2001, USD has operated an institute for peace and
justice, founded with a $25 million gift from Kroc. The institute will become a part of the
new school and continu e to run
its women peacemakers program and speakers series.
'This institution has been
gifted with tremen dous resources, in the form of the
grant and this lovely building,"
Headley said, speaking in his
office at the institute. "And it's
not been actualizing those. And
that's what's exciting to me."
Headley grew up in a working-class family in Philadelphia,
where his father worked as a
typewriter mechanic and his
mother was a housewife. He
earned an undergraduate de-

gree in philosophy and then
was ordained as a priest at St.
Mary's Seminary on the East
Coast. He continued to study
part-time, and eventu ally
earned three graduate degrees, .
including a doctorate in sociology from New York University.
He taught as an associate
professor of sociology at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, where he also estalr
lished a graduate program in
conflict resolution and peace
studies. Later he worked as Duquesne 's director of mission
and identity . Most recently
Headley served as an executive
at Catholic Relief Servi,ces, a
5,000-employee international
humanitarian agency based in
Baltimore.
Headley's former colleagues
from Catholic Relief Services
say he was effective because of
his ability to motivate and connect with people.
"He's just a born negotiator,"
said Sean Callahan, executive
vice president of overseas operations. "He's someone who favored reconciliation above winners and losers."
Although Headley will receive a pay increase working at
USD - he wouldn't say how
much he makes - half will go
straight to the Spiritans, his religious community of priests
and laypeople. He still plans to
devote the same long hours
and intense passion to his work
atUSD.
"This is a vocation for me, it's
a calling, " Headley said. "I
mean, Jesus' last words to his
disciples were, 'Peace, I leave
with you. Peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives, but as
only I can give.' Peace is central
to the gospel message."

,.
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•Local university rankings
stay mostly the same
Local universities held steady or
slipped slightly in the controversial U.S.
News and World Report rankings, released yesterday.
For the second year in a row, UC San
Diego ranked 38th among all national
universities, and eighth among public
universities. It tied with the University
of Wisconsin Madison in both cases.
The University of Sag D~o. a private Catholic college in Linda Vista,
ranked 107, just behind University of
California Riverside and University of
the Pacific. USD was 105th last year.
San Diego State University remained
in a category called 'Tier 4 Schools," a
group of about 60 colleges rounding out
the top 262 national universities. Those
schools are not ranked and are listed in
alphabetical order.
Topping the list was Princeton University, followed by Harvard, Yale and
Stanford.
This year's rankings faced the largest
opposition yet from colleges, with more
than 60 presidents of liberal-arts colleges signing a letter pledging to stop
participating in the magazine's survey of
college reputation - the most heavily
weighted category. For years, university leaders have blasted the rankings as
unscientific and easily manipulated by
participants. -E.Y.S.
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WORTHY OF NOTE
Vietnamese Zen Buddhist leader Thich Nhat Hanh is returning to San Diego County for a seri
at his monastery in Escondido and a special event in October at the University of San Diego.

treats next month

The programs at Deer Park Monastery include a mindfulness retreat for people of color Sept. 6-9, a mindfulness retreat
in Vietnamese Sept. 13-16 and a general mindfulness retreat in English Sept. 19- 23 (details at
www.deerparkmonastery.org ).
On Oct. 2, Thich Nhat Hanh will be the keynote speaker for the 18th annual social issues conference at USO. His talk
begins at 7 p.m. at the Jenny Craig Pavilion. A guided meditation and chant will precede it at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $10
(free to college students) and are available at the pavilion box office or www.sandiego .edu/ socialissues. Details: (619)
260-7550.
THE LAST WORD
Atheism : The belief that there is no God (or gods); lack of belief in the existence of deities.
REEL SPIRITUALITY
"September Dawn" is filmed in color, but its message is black and white: Mormons are the bad guys.
The movie, which opened this week, is about the controversial massacre of a California-bound wagon train in Utah in
what eerily amounts to a 19th-century 9/11 .
On Sept. 11 , 1857, 120 men , women and children were killed by Mormon militiamen and Paiute Indians. And the movie
lays the blame at the feet of fanatical , bloodthirsty Mormons - including their leader, Brigham Young .
The film is part fact (the Mountain Meadows massacre actually happened) and part fiction (the lines are blurry about
culpability).
Response from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is unwavering : Young was not involved. A book is due
out later this year by three church historians that is expected to further vindicate Young .
Some worry the film will stir anti-Mormon sentiments. "Even if Brigham Young ordered (the massacre), would it mean
the Mormon people are now disposed to violence?" Jan Shipps, an expert on Mormonism, told Religion News Service.
"I don't think so."
CHAPTER AND VERSE
Maybe you've been looking for God in all the wrong places. In his new book, "Renewal in the Wilderness," writer John
Lionberger suggests going out into nature to nurture spirituality.
Lionberger, the founder of an interfaith ministry with the same name as the book, explores "wilderness wisdom" in
various religions - - including Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Buddhism. He writes of finding "God's presence in a
chorus of loons, in the throaty chuffing of a family of otter, in the primal call-and-response howling of wolves ."

http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/sandiego-sub/access/1326623561 .html?dids= 1326623561 :132... 9/13/2007

59

SAN DIEGO CUPPING
SD Union Tribune

AUG - 1 2007

-

Mike Brown
Cleveland cavaliers basketball coach
who recently led his team to the NBA
Finals. He also played for the Toreros
basketball team.
Alison Cox
Silver medal winner in women 's rowing in the 2004 Olympics.
Frances
Fragos
~
Townsend
Appointed
~ ""
i
homeland
.
security
adviser by
~
President
GeorgeW.
Bush in 2004.
photo courtesy of USD
She also
chairs the
Homeland Security Council. Prior to
the White House, she prosecuted
crime cases in the U.S. Attorney's
Office.

~

~

~.
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SEE ALUMNI ON PAGE 5

ALUMNI CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Andrew Firestone
Starred on the ABC reality show "The
Bachelor." Also general manager of
the Firestone Vineyard Paso Robles
and an investor in Confidential, a hip
restaurant in downtown San Diego.
Adolfo Gonzales
Became chief of police in National
City in 2004. He's the first Latino to
serve as chief there and the only current Latino chief in the county.
Theo Epstein
Was the youngest general manager in
the hiStOIY of major league baseball
when he was hired at the age of 28
by the Boston Red Sox in 2002. In
2004, the Red Sox won their first
World Series in 86 years.
William Jones
PresidenVCEO and owner of Citylink
Investment Corporation, a real estate
investment, development and management firm. Mr. Jones also serves
as director of two publicly traded
companies, and is former Chair-

man of the Board of the Los Angeles
Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank
of San Francisco, appointed by Alan
Greenspan and the Board of Governors. He is also a former trustee of
the University of San Diego.
James 0. Power IV
Head of international operations
for J.D. Power and Associates, and
co-author of "Satisfaction: How Every
Great Company Listens to the Voice of
the Customer."

Steven R. Albnan
Became president of Qualcomm Inc.
in 2005.
Shelley Berkley
Nevada Congresswoman who was
first elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1999.
Father Joe carroH
President of the St. Vincent de Paul
Villages of San Diego, known as one
of the most successful homeless
rehabilitation centers in the nation.
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Parents, d o n 't fret
Schools offer advice for how to support children fresh off to college
By Sherry Saavedra
STAFF WRITER

In one hour, parents at the freshmen orienta-

tion for Cal State San Marcos learned they
couldn't accompany their child to class registration, weren't entitled to receive grades and
shouldn't encourag e a visit home during the first
few weeks of school.
As tens of thousand s of students head to
campus, college officials use the annual orientation to ease the transition for parents. They offer
advice to help the parents of first-time freshmen
- tips that are useful for anyone planning to one
day send a child off to college.
Colleges recomme nd that parents put some
distance between them and their child, although
it's hard to do with the ease of cell phones and
e-mails.
Students are in contact with their parents an
average of once a day, and typically students
initiate the calls, according to a 2006 survey by
SEE

Advice, B3

Helen and Marvin Jeong looked over paperwork during the freshmen
orientation Saturday at Cal State San Marcos, where their son starts
classes Thursday. Eduardo Contreras/ Union-Tribune

-
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Schools offer
activities to help
( ·ith integration
the University of San Diego.
Marie Minnick, assi
t
dean of students at U , said
co ege s ou
e a time for
students to learn how to solve
their own problems. Parents
should encourage this rather
than attempting to fix everything.
In the past few years, there
has been a spike in parental
calls to campus about a slew of
daily life issues, Minnick said.
"If students are not figuring
out how to solve their own
problems now, it's going to be a
·1ot harder when they get done
with college," Minnick said.
Liora Kian-Gutierrez, an assistant dean of student affairs at
the University of California San
Diego, said this is especially
hard for the generation of socalled millennial parents, who
are used to doing everything
for their children.
.
Instead, Minnick said, parts should assume the role of
.iches and refer their children to available campus resources - the writing center,
counseling services, tutoring
- that they can access on their
own.
Cal State San Marcos staff
members - who go through
the same scenario every fall said one of the important things
is that students need to feel
comfortable on campus.
With that in mind, Dilcie Perez, director of student life and
leadership at San Marcos, advised parents to discourage
their children from home visits
during the initial few weeks.
To help things along, welcome activities - such as a
movie night and paintball are designed to encourage students to make friends and meet .
faculty and staff.
"They're getting adjusted to
a new roommate, and the newness is overwhelming sometimes," Perez said. "It's easy to
go home to your comfort zone.
- ·\t we don't want them to miss
c on opportunities to get involved at school."
Local college administrators
advise parents to go over expectations about grades, drugs
and alcohol, trips to Tijuana,
financial responsibility and
staying in touch.

FIRST DAY OF CLASSES

AT AREA COLLEGES
Today: Point Loma Nazarene
University

nick said parents should
clear about what they want
to be informed about and to
what extent
"If they get in trouble for
alcohol, do you want to know?"
she said. "Tell them either,
'Hey, I want you to know it's
your problem. You're an adult'
Or, 'Call me, so we can talk this
through.'"
Minnick said college students experience peer pressure, but they also care what
their parents think.
Another common occurrence - the panicky call home
during the first week of classes
- should be met with calm, not
. alarm, said Caye Smith, vice
president of student develop-.
ment at Point Loma Nazarene
University.
"They may get calls from
their kids - This is the worst
place I've ever been. It was a
terrible mistake for me to come
here,' " Smith said. "We tell parents to stay grounded, and as
long as their child isn't mentally
ill or in danger, reassure them
that everything will be OK"
Kian-Gutierrez, with UCSD,
advises parents to remind students to take care of themselves so they don't get sick
and to be safe.
"Don't leave your laptop in
the library, and lock your door
because when you're living in · ·
the residential halls you feel,
'Oh, I can leave my door open
all the time.' Well, you wouldn't
leave your door unlocked at
home," she said.
Sometimes the most basic
advice can have the biggest impact.

Janet Castro, director of new
student and parent programs at
SDSU, said parents often neglect to tell children: When doing laundry don't mix red
clothes with white.
"The second week of school
is pink week," Castro said.
Sherry Saavedra: (619) 542-4598;
sherry.saavedra@uniontrib.com

Thursday: Cal State San Marcos
Au9. 27: San Diego State
.University

Sept. 5: University of San Diego
Sept. 27: University of California
San Diego

TIPS FOR PARENTS OF
NEW COLLEGE STUDENTS
• Don't try to solve all of your
child's problems. Shift your role to
that of a coach. ·
• Before classes start. discuss your
expections on grades, attending
classes, study time. versus social
time. finances and safety.
• Discuss the laws. university
policies and your expectations
regarding alcohol and drugs.
• Let your child know when. how
and why you want to be informed of
significant life events. as well as
how you define the word
"significant."
• Discuss how and when you want
to receive grades. Federal law
generally makes grades available to
students but not parents. except in
special cases where the student has
authorized the release of grade to a
third party.
• Don't pass your anxiety about the
transition to college onto your
children. They are dealing with their
own stress.
• Urge students to make new
friends instead of just stickingclose
to those from high school.
• Encourage commuter students
not to leave campus right after
class.
• Eating disorders are common on
college campuses. Assess whether
you are over-emphasizing your
child's physical appearance or
weight.

....

• One college administrator
recommends the book "Letting Go:
A Parents· Guide to Understanding
the College Years" by Karen Levin
Coburn and Madge-Lawrence
Treeger
SOURCE: San Diego State University,
University of California San Diego, University
of San Diego, Point Loma Nazarene
University and California State University San
Marcos
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I asked 20 undergrads from five local colleges
and universities whether the shooting had affected them or their
campuses in any profound way. Did they identify with the shooter or
the victims? Did they blame gun policies for what happened? And
finally, what did they think they would have done if they had been in
one of those classrooms at Virginia Tech?

4'i

I

S010Hd OlMOM~OIM / d'tf

65

"°
"°
SAN DIEGO CUPPING
SD Reader

AUG 3 0 2007

-

Brendon ?uon, 2<
USD,Jumor,
Communications. Major,
Los Angeles
"I have a safe feeling on
campus here, especially
in the dormitories. You
need an access key to get
into our building, and
you need one to get into
the elevator, and you
need one to get into your
room. What else can you
do? 1 mean, yeah, you

~

]

could have doors
installed in every class, room that automatically
· lock and whatnot, but
the cost-efficiency isn't
great.
"Civilians carrying
guns, even for protection, is a really bad idea.
Then you'd get people
showing off. .. No, no,
no. That's just not smart.
"The shooting at
Virginia Tech was kind of
a conversation starter. A
lot of us talked about it
and got other people's
opinions. But other than
that, I didn't see much
on campus that had anything to do with the
shooting.
"The morning of, we
were watching the whole
thing unfold in class.
And at first they didn't
tell what ethnicity he
was. But as soon as they
said that he was Asian
American, it just felt like
a burden on me. I'm not
Korean , I'm Chinese. But
.I .. ., .... 1.1 ,..5-.

Raymond Murdock

Teddy Fulham

people an excuse to make
things difficult for Asian
Americans.
"If I think about the
students in the classrooms that day, and I put
myself in their shoes, and
if a guy pops into my
classroom and starts
shooting, there's not
much you can do. My
first reaction would
probably be to duck and
cover. But by then, he
may already have moved
on to another room."

Sociology Major,
Phoenix, Arizona
"I don't think the kids
around here in general
really pay attention as
much as you think they
would. The shooting did
affect me, though. It
made me think. It made
me think about this society and about what's
going on and about what
made this young man do
what he did.
"I think in any
school, or anywhere,
where there's people who
feel secluded and left out
of things, I think it's

Raymond Murdock, 20,
USO, Sophomore,
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Tiffany Leng

unfortunately somewhat
natural for certain people to be on lower social
tiers, I guess you could
say. But then you need a
perfect combination of
extreme emotional and
mental problems and
violence and knowing
how to use a gun, and all
of that ties in. I mean, it's
not that common for all
that to come together.
Because there's probably
a lot of kids out there
who are depressed or
who have problems, but
we don't have shootings
all the time.

"One of my teammates - I'm on the basketball team, and one of
my teammates is doing a
paper on how easy it was
for him to get a gun. I
think he got a gun the
same day. I wouldn't
carry a gun myself,
although I think it
should be within my
rights to carry one if I
wanted to. But I don't,
and I don't know anyone
who carries one.
"The security on
campus here is extremely
tight. There's public
safety officers everywhere. For how small
this school is, there's
really a lot of officers carrying guns here. And it's
a pretty secluded
campus.
"I don't think what
happened at Virginia
Tech was really a security
issue, or even a gun issue
so much, but I think that
kid was obviously troubled, and that should
have been addressed. He
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should have been taken
out of school, and someone should have talked
to him. There were
plenty of warning
signs - those plays that
he wrote and the way he
acted and stuff. He
should have been redflagged.
"But I'm used to
being around sketchy
people. Back home in
Phoenix, especially,
there's plenty of weird
people around. But I
don't come from the
same background as a lot
of the kids at this school.
I'm not trying to make a
generalization, but I
think a lot of these kids
here are pretty aloof.
Things like the Virginia
Tech shooting don't
really affect them. They
just seem to think stuff
that doesn't affect them
directly really isn't that
big of a deal.''
Teddy Fulham, 19,
USD, Freshman,

-

Business
Administration Major,
Los Angeles
"Initially, after the shooting, you had the posters
put up, and there was a
reflection, like a kind of
memorial service around
the fountain at one of
the dorms, but other
than that, it didn't seem
like people around here
were affected very much
by the shooting.
"Honestly, I've
become a little apathetic
about this stuff. Because
you hear about bad stuff
happening so much. It's
just like constant sensory
overload. Like everything
going on in Iraq, and
hootings, and yo u ju t

hear about it all the time.
And I notice myself feeling like that, and I try to
put myself in their shoes,
but it's hard, because
there's just so much of it
going on.
"If that could happen at V.T., then it could
happen here. I mean, I
feel ·like there's enough
security here, but they
probably thought the
same thing there, you
know? It's the hindsight
bias. But I feel safe here.
''I'd like to think if I
was put in that situation,
then I would have acted.
I think I would have
tried to stop the guy. I
mean, it was just one guy
with guns. He had to
stop to ·reload. One hundred and seventy shots?
You've go't to stop to
reload. So if there was a
window of opportunity
where someone could've
done something, then I'd
like to think I would have
been the one to try to
stop him.
"We have a kind of a
sheltered community
here. You've got this
small, private-school feel.
There's not a whole lot of
kids coming from distressed backgrounds. But
I guess you never know.
There could be someone
here who could go off
like that.
"You know, a lot of
schools, you see on the
news, they had candlelight vigils and services,
but it seems like here,

they asked people to
come out and bow their
heads around the fountain, but I didn't see anyone do it. I saw maybe
two or three bouquets of
flowers, and that was it. I
don't think it really hit
home here. We're just so
far removed from it."
Tiffany Leng, 20,
USO, Sophomore,
Biochemistry Major,
Hawaii

-

"I felt like there was
more of a community on
campus after the shooting. You know, we folded
paper cranes, which is an
origami tradition - they
say you fold a thousand
cranes and you get a
wish - so what we did
was we tried folding a
thousand. One of the
organizations held it, I
don't remember which
one. But I did it. I folded,
like, 20 of them. And we
sent thein to the school.
We sent them to Vrrginia
Tech. And then there was
a lot of card-making and
posters, and we sent a lot
of these things to Virginia Tech. It was kind of
a small turnout, maybe
ten people at a time, but
we did it. Actually, they
got people to show up by
offering free pizza.
"My friend Julie's
cousin goes to Virginia
Tech, and she knew one

of the girls who was
killed. She was pretty sad.
"It could happen
here. It just takes one
wrong person.
"We got an e-mail
from the school after it
happened, and they told
us they were on it, and it
could never happen here,
and we have 24-hour
security, and they reassured us. And I do feel
safe here. I always see
security cameras and
security officers walking
and driving around.
"I actually do have a
friend who carries a gun.
He says he has one in his
room so that if anything
happens, he'll be safe. I
was, like, 'Okay.' He said
it wasn't hard to get one.
And he lives right by me,
but I don't know. If
something happened, I
don't know if I'd feel
afer because he has a
gun or if I'd feel less safe.

"If I was at Vrrginia
Tech, I think I would
have played dead and
kept really quiet. I don't
know what I'd do.
"Since it happened, I
think about it a lot. And I
look at people differently
when they walk by.
Because I know it could
happen anywhere. Like,
this one girl I see a lot,
and she looks really paranoid, so instead of walking by her now I'll walk
around.
''I'm Asian, but I
haven't had any backlash
against me personally.
Although I do have a

67

·7

_-, t,

·2 ,_,-o

1

Lucas Arnold

friend in Boston who's
Asian who told me that
right after it happened
she was in a store and she
was trying to buy something, and the person

said, 'Sorry, we're closed:
And they wouldn't let
her purchase an item.
And when she left, they
reopened."
Justin Welfeld, 21,
Mesa College,
Sophomore,
Business Major,
Mission Beach
"I feel relatively safe.
Most campuses are
pretty well equipped to
handle that kind of situation. I guess it all comes
down to people trusting
each other. I guess any

Brittney Caca11

campus is fair game for
that kind of thing, and it
all comes down to the
types of people. Also, no
matter how secure you
try to make things,
there's always someone
who can find a way
around it.
"I don't blame guns.
I blame the pressure of
college. The whole pressure of everything. The
way people can act
toward each other, which
has a lot to do with people losing it.
"I was jaded after ·

Columbine, so when I
first heard about Virginia
Tech, I was just, like, 'Oh,
that happened again: But
then when I heard the
full story, I realized it was
a lot worse.
"It kind of stunned
me that someone could
get off that many shots
without anyone subduing them or stopping
them. Everyone was just
kind of trying to save
themselves. And I might
say now that I'd be the
hero, but who knows
what it's like when
someone's firing shots at
you. But you'd think in a
crowd of people, there'd
at least be somebody . ..
"Since'it happened,
I've looked at some people and thought, 'Well,
they're kind of questionable: Like just the way
they might talk. Not anything about appearance.
It was just certain things
they might say, where I'd
think it was a little off.
Like, there was this one
kid who said, 'I'm just
tempted to make things
go my own way: And he
seemed like he was in his
own little universe. And
it was weird to hear him
say that in light of what
happened at Virginia
Tech. I listened to him
differently because of
that."
~
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Sister Susan Campbell, Formerly of
USD and Ocean Beach, Dies in Saratoga
SAN DIEGO - Sister Susan Campbell, a religious of the Sacred Heart
who former ly taught at the San
Diego College for Wome n (now
USD) and was a foundi ng memb er of
the Spiritu al Minist ry Center in
Ocean Beach, died July 24 at Our
Lady of Fatima Villa in Saratoga,
N.Y. She was 89 years old and had
been a memb er of the Society of the
Sacred Heart for 63 years.
Sister Campbell entere d the Society of the Sacred Heart in 1944, in
Albany, N.Y., where she made first
vows in 1947. She profes sed final
vows in Rome in 1953. For a few
years before enterin g, she taught at
Valentine High School and worke d
for the presid ent of the Chicago
school board. Her early years in the
Society were spent in teachin g in
schools of the Sacred Heart in San
Francisco. She began doctoral work
at Stanfo rd University in 1950 and
compl eted doctoral study in 1953.
Her dissert ation dealt with the poetry of Thoma s Merton .
Sister Campbell was on the faculty
of San Diego College for Wome n as a
teache r of English and drama from

1953-1959. In 1959 she was the
foundi ng director of the novitiate of
her
(_
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convent in Seattle. Subsequently,
was a memb er of the govern ing body
of her province . She was head of
Schools of the Sacred Heart in San
Francisco from 1972 - 1976.
She and two other religious of the
Sacred Heart opened the Spiritual
Minist ry Center in Ocean Beach in
1984, where Sister Campb ell continued to give spiritu al retreat s and
direction for the rest of her active
life . She retired to Oakwo od, Convent of the Sacred Heart, Athert on,
Calif., in 2001 and moved to Our
Lady of Fatima Villa in Saratoga in
April 2007.
Memo rial contrib utions may be
made to the Society of the Sacred
Heart, 4389 West Pine Boulevard, St.
Louis, Mo. 63108 .
A memo rial Mass will be held
in Found ers Chape l at the Unive rsity of San Diego on Aug. 21 at
12:15 p.m.
The Southern Cross
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Local student graduates from USD

Erica Lyle, right, poses with husband Jeremy and new daughter Lily
Grace, after her graduation ceremony from USO.

LAKESIDE - Local tudent, Erica
:wo...,.- - - - - - - ~ ]
Lyle, now res iding in Lakeside, gr~du
from The University of San Die8
end of May, earning a master's oi gr
Special Education. Lyle is now a teacher
at Heli x Charter High School in La Me a,
Calif.
Lyle grew up in Harbi on Canyon, having completed her entire early education
in the Alpine Union School Di strict. She
is a 1999 graduate of Graniie HiJJs and
2005 grad uate of SDSU, al o. She and her
hu band, Jeremy, have a new baby girl,
Erica i the daughter
Lily Grace.
of David and Debbie Kelley, longtime
resident or Harbi son Canyon.
USD i. an in titutio'n or higher learning, chartered in 1949 and is known for it
commitment to teacher , the liberal art ,
and the forn1atio n of value and community service.

I,
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Workshop on presentation skills for high school Seniors
. Billy Fall~n, a !ierrasanta re~ iden~and Profes~or of ~omm:gjc::·::: : : ~
Diego State University and the Uni versity of.5an D,eK,O,
workshop this summer to prepare high school students f~
rk-
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place. Classes will meet Monday through Thursday
afternoons for 1 hour and forty-five minutes each day
from August 13th through 23rd at the Tierrasanta
Recreation Center, 11220 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
The ability to present ideas effectively to an
audience is important, both in college and in business.
Research shows that public speaking experience in
high school is positively related to college grade point
average and critical thinking. Students who gain public speaking ability in their high school years are better
prepared for the oral assignments required in virtually
every academic major. However, many students choose
not to take the elective public speaking courses offered in high school.
An award-winning, competitive public speaker,
Professor Fallon has taught over a thousand college
students to present their ideas effectively, and was
voted one of San Diego State University' s "Favorite
Faculty" by the students in 2004. He consults frequently with the military and business community to
help professionals develop and refine their presentation skills.
The course was designed by drawing upon his
experience as a public speaking instructor, employing
proven methods of instruction. Students are introduced to the fundamentals of effective presentation
design and delivery. The course assumes no prior
experience with public speaking. Students are provided with a workbook, as well as a video of their
presentations to gauge their progress. The class size is
limited to sixteen, to ensure adequate feedback to
individuals.
The cost of the workshop is $240. To obtain a
registration form , or for more information, call 858576-4908 or email speaking@billyfallon.com
~

** ***

,
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Fl~t Week Adds Hopped-U p Race Planes
Red Bull Air Race World Series to be part of large salute to the military
leet Week San Diego, the country's
largest tribute to the military, is adding
another aerial show to its calendar - the Red
Bull Air Race World Series.
Thirteen pilots will navigate high-performance race planes through inflatable "air
gates" on an aerial race track over San Diego
Bay. The pilots race against the clock and fly
10 to 20 feet above the water at speeds of260
mph. Qualifying takes place on Sept. 21 to
determine which pilots take part in the finals
Sept. 22. Spectators can watch from
Embarcadero Park.
Race day events will include a demonstration by Navy aircraft from past and present and a sideshow by Red Bull's fleet of
aircraft. A MiG- l 7F is one of the fleet, as is
the Red Bull Helicopter, which flies upside

F

down .
year 's
This
11th anniversary
Fleet Week activities will be st.aged
from Sept. 17 to
Oct. 28 with more
than 20 events.
The other air
show on the calendar is Oct. 12-14
at Marine Corps
Station
Air
Mira~ar. The show wiil include military and
civilian pilots flying aircraft ranging from
vintage biplanes to the latest in aviation technology. More than 200 ground displays are
part of the event. A special twilight show on

FLEET WEEK from Page I

(

and Coast Guard vei,sels parade through San
Diego Bay. Aircraft and Navy SEAL team
demonstrations are featured along the shoreline.
• Navy ship tours Sept. 29-30 and Oct. 67. Tours take place at the Broadway Pier.
• The Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Bootcarnp Challenge Oct. 6. Civilian and
military participants are invited to become
Marine recruits for a day, trekking through a
three-mile course on the MCRD grounds .
Runners will face the drill fields and
MCRD 's obstacle course. Persons who want
to complete should contact the Semper Fit
Division at (6 I 9) 524-6058 or (619) 5240548.
• SRT Coronado Speed Festival Oct. 6-7.
Vint.age cars race a 1.6-mile course at Naval
Air Station North Island. The course winds
around military hardware displays and aircraft hangars. The festival also includes car
shows, a vendor village with auto accessories and a display of collectible autos.
The full schedule of events is online at
fleetweeksandiego.org.
Pilots in the Red Bull Air Race World
Series are making their final United St.ates
stop on a 10-city worldwide tour. The race
winner is the one who accomplishes the best
time after two runs of the same course. Pilots
race on a twisted course with five groups of
specially erected "spinnaker" pylon obstacles. Flying against the rules results in disqualification or in a time penalty added to
the flying time.
The first six ranked pilots of each race
leg get points from 6 to I from top down.

This is the 11th anniversary of
Fleet Week, the country's largest
tribute to the military. It will be
staged from Sept. 17 to Oct. 28 With
more than 20 events
Oct. 13 will have music and fireworks.
Among this year's events:
• The Port of San Diego Sea & Air Parade
Sept. 29. Guided-missile distroyers, frigates
see FLEET WEEK Page 2

The air racer with the most points at the end
of the series becomes Red Bull Air Race
world champion.
Other Fleet Week events include:
Operation Liberty Call, Sept. 28; Star
Spangled Salute, Sept. 29; SDG&E All
Enlisted Golf Tournament. Oct. 2; Northrop
Grumman Business Ethics Symposium,
Oct. 9; USD Stockdale Symposium, Oct. 9;
San Diego Rotary Enlisted Recognition
Lunch, Oct. 11; MCRD Colors Ceremony,
Oct. 12; MCRD Recruit Graduation Parade,
Oct. 12; Navy Birthday Ball, Oct. 13; Fleet
Week Foundation Breakfast, Oct. 17; Fleet
Week Golf Tournament, Oct. 17; Fleet
Week Football Classic, Oct. 27; and the
Veterans Home Barebecue, Oct. 28.
Fleet Week San Diego is presented by the
San Diego Fleet Week Foundation, a nonprofit corporation. Sponsors include the
Unified Port District of San Diego; SRT; The
San Diego Union-Tribune ; North Island
Credit Union; DRS Technologies; Raytheon;
California Fuel Cell Partnership; TriWest
Healthcare Alliance; Northrop Grumman;
Bank of America; AT&T; BAE Systems;
Cµnningham BMW; General Atomics;
KOGO; General Dynamics; Viejas; Sea
World; Lincoln Military Housing; Lockheed
Martin; Serco; Brecht; Hornblower Cruises
and Events; Navy Federal; Solar Turbines;
SAIC; SDG&E; San Diego Convention &
Visitors Bureau; County of San Diego; San
Diego State {!niversit · San Die
Symphony; USA Federal Credit Union; city ' - - - - - - - - of Coronado; Cubic Corp.; Frontier Airlines;
GEICO; New Car Dealer Association; an_d
Rockwell Collins. ❖
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• Green Conference Set For Septem-

(

ber: San Diego Green 2007, an annual
conference on sustainable design and
building practices, will be held Sept. 26a.t the University of San Diego. The
conference co-hosted by the San Diego
chapters of the U.S. Green Building
Council and the American Institute of
Architecture aims to motivate and educate participants on how to make San
Diego a greener place to work and live.
"Among our goals is the desire to
enlighten and educate the audience on
local sustainable building concepts and
how they can adopt these concepts into
their personal and professional lifestyles,"
said Zach Pannier, a project manager
with DPR Construction Inc. and the San
Diego Green 2007 co-chairman. "But
we will also present case studies and cost
analyses detailing the benefits of building
green. Many people believe sustainable
construction is far too expensive for their
projects, when in actuality, the limited
costs of building green are outweighed by
the larger, long-term cost benefits associated with sustainable construction."
Keynote speakers on the agenda are
Kevin Burke, director of practice for
architecture firm William McDonough
+ Partners of Charlottesville, Va.; Greg
Franta, principal architect and team
leader for Rocky Mountain Institute of
Snowmass, Colo.; and Sandy Wiggins, national chair of the USGBC and founder

,28

/
'--------

of Consilience LLC of Philadelphia.
The annual conference is expected to
draw 300 professionals in architecture,
commercial
.
. real estate, construction and
engmeenng.
The conference will feature technical
workshops, keynote speakers and tours
of green buildings.
)

(
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BEST UNIVERSITY (LOr.Al.)
1. San Diego State
University (SDSU)

,!.

5500 Campanile Drive, San Diego.
(619) 594-2585.
www.sdsu.edu

"Cutting edge" can be used to
describe SDSUs special programs.
"Progressive," "forward-thinking;' too. SDSU is the number one
research university among schools
with 14 or fewer Ph.D. programs,
and their undergraduate and
graduate international business
programs are among the top in
the nation, as are their programs

geared toward teacher education,
language and communicative
disorders, clinical psychology and
entrepreneurship. This summer
SDSUs offerings included a course
in peace for future world leaders .
where 22 students from nations on
the brink of conflict came to learn

how to help their countries resolve
those conflicts before all-out war
erupts. There was also a forum
on climate change hosted by the
graduate school of public health.
2. University of Southam
Califomia San Diego
(UCSD)

9500 Gilman Drive, la Jolla.
(858) 534-4831 .
www.ucsd.edu.

3. University of San Diego
(USD)
5998 Alcala Park, San Diego.
(619) 260-4600.
www.sandiego.edu.
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Solo mon War d hire s
tran sacti onal asso ciate

Law Briefs
By Doug Sherwin

editor of the "American University efforts this second time around."
International Law Review."
Citizens Academy classes will
Chen is currently a member
~k for three
the California State Bar and
~ t USD. The
proficient in Mandarin Chines~.- •alll'lc"'a"'d"e"ful!!l!y~1:':n:,t~ro~d~u~c~es citizens to
Source Code: 20070807tia
the inner-workings of the law
enforcement system as adminisThe San Diego County district tered by the district attorney and
attorney's office announced it will superior court. The course
hold its popular, expanded includes on-site visits to the sherCitizens Academy starting Sept. 6 iff's training facility, central jail
on the University of San Diego and a superior courtroom.
campus.
A diverse group of speakers
The 10-week-long Citizens from the D.A.'s office and the
Academy is a free course in part- sheriff's department will discuss
nership with the San Diego topics ranging from cold case
Sheriff's Department that demys- homicide to prosecuting sexually
tifies the criminal justice system violent predators. Prosecutors
and the workings of the district and deputies will also cover narattorney's office for members of cotics, gangs, crime scene investithe general public.
gations, ballistics/firearms, wit"This is an amazing opportuni- ness protection, Internet crimes
ty for people to meet prosecutors against children, sex crimes and
in the district attorney's office and
stalking, domestic violence, pubget an insider's look at what we lic integrity and the workings of
do," District Attorney Bonnie the judicial system.
Dumanis said. "The feedback
Classes will be held from 6-9
from the first Citizens Academy p.m. at the Manchester Conference
last year has led us to expand our Center on the USD campus.

1

...

Solomon Ward Seidenwurm &
Smith LLP has added Cecilia
Chen as a transactional associate,
the firm announced Tuesday.
Chen practices business and
real estate law, specifically focusing on commercial real estate that
includes financing, leasing, and
purchases and sales.
Prior to joining Solomon Ward,
Chen was a member of the
Virginia State Bar and practiced
in northern Virginia with the law
firm of Vanderpool, Frostick &

N°JShanian P.C.
Chen graduated cum laude
from Boston University School of
Management in 2000 with a
degree in finance. She received
her Juris Doctor from American
University Washington College of
Law in 2004, where she was staff
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· Members of the public wishing to
attend the academy should contact
the district attorney's office at (619)
515-8294 to make a reservation by
Aug. 15. A required application is
available
online
at
sdcda.org/office/academy.p hp.
Somce Code: 20070807'tib

• • •

(

The Judicial Council of
California, Administrative Office
of the Courts (AOC) has teamed
up
with
California
State
University, San Marcos to provide
an innovative program called
"California On My Honor: Civics
Institute for Teachers" to help
educators capture student attention and bring the importance of
law and civic responsibility to the
classroom.
The four-day institute, which
has attracted teachers from
throughout the state, will kick off
Wednesday. Three days of study
regarding civics education will
take place on the Cal State San
Marcos campus and at the North
County Superior Courthouse in

Vista. The fourth day will be a follow-up session held in San
Francisco at the Earl Warren
Building on Oct. 26.
The program is open to teachers (K-12) and will help them
learn new and stimulating ways to
teach a civics-related social studies program, specifically as it
relates to judicial processes as
defined by state academic standards. Twenty-five teachers from
all regions of the state were selected to attend the institute, which
will include judges, lawyers and
college educators.
"We have selected some of the
top teachers in the state to participate in this very unique opportunity," said Fran Chadwick, director of the outreach program.
"Educators will use this valuable
time offered by the court to

increase their understanding of
civics education and apply their
understanding through effective
lesson design. This institute is
part of a larger movement meant
to increase civic engagement and
understanding.
"We are operating from an
important 'big idea.' The strength
of a democracy is equal to the
strength of its citizens. The collaboration between educators and
judicial officers will definitely
strengthen our efforts toward a
knowledgeable and involved citizenry."
The institute is the latest development of the "On My Honor"
student outreach program created
by San Diego Superior Court
Judge Richard G. Cline with the
assistance of several teachers.
Source Code: 20070807tic
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DA offers inside
look at prosecution

SAN DIEGO - The San
Diego Cou nty distr ict attor ney's office will hold its popular, expa nded Citizens Academy start ing in early Sept ember on the University of S
~oc am pus .
--rb e 10-week academy is a
free cour se offe red in part ners hip with the San Diego
Sheriff's Dep artm ent that demystifies the crimii al justice
syst em and the work ings of
the distr ict attor ney' s office
for mem bers of the gene ral
public.
Classes will be held from 6
to 9 p.m. Thursdays, start ing
Sept . 6, at the Man ches ter
Con fere nce Cen ter at USD,
5998 Alcala Park.
Reservations are due Aug.
15. Res erve to: (p19) 5158294,
www.sdcda.org/office/acade
my.php.
•
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Daily Business Report
August 8, 2007

LAW ENFORCEMENT

The District Attorney's Office will start its expanded Citizens Academy Sept. 6 on the US
campus. The tl 0-week academy is a free course in partnership with the San Diego Sherifrs
Department that gives the public a view of the inner workings of the DA's office and the criminal
justice system. "This is an amazing opportunity for people to meet prosecutors in the District
Attorney's Office and get an insider's look at what we do," says District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis.
"The feedback from the first Citizens Academy last year has led us to expand our efforts this second
time around.'' Classes are held once a week for three hours each evening at USD. visits to the sheriffs
training facility, central jail and a Superior Court courtroom are included. Participants receive a
certificate upon completion. Speakers from the DA's Office and Sheriffs Department will discuss
topics ranging from cold case homicide to prosecuting sexually violent predators. Prosecutors and
deputies will also cover narcotics, gangs, crime scene investigations, ballistics/firearms , witness
protection, Internet crimes against children, sex crimes and stalking, domestic violence, public
integrity and the workings of the judicial system. Classes will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Manchester Conference Center. Members of the public wishing to attend the academy should contact
the District Attorney's Office at (619) 515-8294 to make a reservation by Aug. 15. A required
application is available online at sdcda.org/office/academy.php.

1
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• Renowned Buddhist Monk.
Peace Adivlst, Author Thich

3",--------- -,

Nhat Hanh speaks Tuesday, October 2, in Jenny C raig Pavilion
Diego (599
University of
cal:! Park) for 18th annual Soc1~ -- - - - - - - - lssues Conference. Evening begi ns
with guided meditatio n and chant
at 6:30 p.m., talk al 7 p.m. $ IO general. 6 19-260-7550. (LINDA VISTA)

San
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World Affairs Elaine Elliot,
the director of the Center for Community Service-Leaming at the University of
~an Dieio discus es "Rebuilding Society
in Guatemala' during a meeting of the
World Affairs Council at 10 a.m. at the
Remington Club Il, 16925 Hierba Drive,
Rancho Bernard. Guests are welcome and
there is no charge.
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•three named for board
DEL MAR - Kim Fletcher,
Vivian Hardage and Barry
Nussbaum, all of Rancho Santa
Fe, were named by. Gov. Arnold
Schwartzenegger to the San
Diego County Fair Board of
District
(22nd
Directors,
Agricultural Association.)
Fletcher has served as president of Investors Leasing
Corporation since 1992. He is
director emeritus of the
University of Sap Die2.o Board o
Trustees and is active in the San
Dieguito Boys & Girls Club.
Hardage has served on
board since 2005. She cofounded
Vision for Children Foundation
in 1995 and is a member of the
Rancho Santa Fe Women's Fund
and The Country Friends.
Nussbaum has served on the
board since 1999, includin~ four
terms as president an~ curren~y
as chair of fair operanons. He 1s
chief executive officer for BNC
Real Estate and is active wi':11
the American Israel Pu~hc
Affairs Committee, Jewis~
National Fund and the AnnDefamation League.
A
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WEDNESDAY, SEP 26 - FORUM
THE ANATOMY OF THE DEAL

John Roberts, President of Roberts Irrigation Products Inc., will share
his experience of entering the family business, purchasing it from his
parents, and insights on how his company has become one of the
world's leading producers of high performance, cost-effective micro and
drip irrigation systems Organization: University of San Diego
Information:
Jodi (Family Business Forum) (619) 260-4231
jodiw@sandiego.edu Cost:
•'
• - '~. =• ours: 5:00 PM 7:30 PM Where: USD Man •
998 Alcala Park,
Linda Vista

1

-
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COL LEG ES
Art Institu te of Calllornla, San Dle90 7650 Mission Valley Road, Mission
Valley. (858) 598-1200 or www.a rtinstitutes.edu/san diego
Hyde Gallery Grossmont College,
8800 Grossmont College Drive,
El Cajon. (619) 644-7 299 or www.grossmont.e du/art gallery
Point Loma Nazarene University,
Keller Art Gallery 3900 Loma/and
Drive. (619) 849-23 96 or www.pointloma.edu
San D1990 Mesa Colle9e Art Gallery
- D104. 7250 Mesa College Drive.
(619) 388-2 829 or www.sdmesa.sdccd.
cc.ca.us
SDSU: FlorY Canto Gallery 5500
Campanile Drive. (619) 594·6511
or art.sds u.edu/ geninf o/hom epage s/
galleri es/stu dent/in dex. html
SDSU: Unlve nlty Art Galler y 5500
Campanile Drive. (619) 594-5171
or art.sds u.edu/ geninf o/hom epage s/
galleries/stu dent/in dex.ht ml
Slmayspace Arts College lnterna ·
tional, 840 G St., downt own. (619) 2313900 or www.simayspace.com
Southwestern Collete Art Gallery
900 Otay Lakes Road, Chula Vista.
(619) 216-66 05 or www.swc.cc.ca. us
Sprl119fleld Collet e Community Art
Gallery 5348 Un iversit y Ave., Suite 110.
San Diego. (619) 582-40 02
UCSD: andevllle Special Collections
Library 9500 Gilman Drive, La Jolla.
(858) 534·2533.
UCSD: Unlve nlty Art Gallery 9500
Gilman Drive, La Jolla.-( 858) 822-35 47
or www. universityartgallery.ucsd.edu
USD: Fine Arts Gallery Joan 8. Kroc
Institu te for Peace & Justice.
(619) 260-4261.
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USD QB passes
all expectations
It seem a if the best
college football play r
south of Lo Ange les
was leavin g USD
short ly afte r he arrived at Alcala Park.
Surel y, by the time
quarte rback Jo h
John son finish ed his terrific ophomore ea on, he was too much , far too
good for Divi ion 1-M ball. Man here,
boy on the other sid of the ball.
So, word got aroun d that the Oakland native would leave USD, transf erring lo a BCS unive rsity, wh re his
con id rable skill could b put to b tter us . They w re n't idle rumo rs.
John son con ide red it Hi ' coach
didn' t mind .
"It was after my opho more year, "
said Johns on, who move d into a campus dorm yeste rday as the team prepared to open fall drills today unde r
new coach Ron Carag her, Jim Harbaug h' repla ceme nt. ··Even Coac h
Harb augh told me h 'd help me lran fe r.
"But I alway s felt there was a reaso n
why I came here. I didn' t want to take
a chanc e and go omew here where it
woul dn't work out I had put in so
much work here, on and off the field ."
So, afte r scann ing his soul, John son
decid ed to stay and , unde r Harb augh
(now Stanf ord's head coach ), he had a
mem orabl e junio r eason . He led all
Division I-AA playe rs in total offen se
(336. 7 yards µer game ), passi ng yard ·
(3,320) , passi ng efficiency (169.0) and
point s respo nsibl e for (24.33 per
game ). He threw for 34 touch down s.
He ran the ball 107 times for 720 yards
and 11 score .
Again , far too good for hi comp e~tion, but he liked the schoo l, liked his
team mate s, liked the style of footb all
USD was playing. But Harb augh , who
recru ited John on out of high chool ,
left for Palo Alto afte r guidi ng the Torero to an 11-1 eason , and altho ugh
John on wasn 't abou t to I ave after his
junio r year, he was a bit bummed.
"At first, I was a little mad abou t it,"
said Johns on, a comm unica tions major who i on track to gradu ate in May.
"But I knew Coac h Harb augh ; I knew
his overall goal . He ~ant to coach in

;-~- t ,f-; --:.

th NFL, and h e wa n't going to get
game will have to come out. I neve r exthat coach ing USD. I hone tly thoug ht
pecte d all this succe ss. It's all kind of ·
he'd I ave after thi year, but whe n a
urrea l. My time just wasn 't in high _
job lik Stanf ord come calling, you'r e
schoo l."
not going to pas it up."
His time is now.
After his junio r eason , rumo r~
Form er San Diego State and USC ·
again surfa ced. John son was leavm g
head coach Ted Tolln er, who has exearly for a shot at th NFL.
tensiv e exper ience work ing with quar"I don't know wher e that one came
te rback s at the colle ge and NFL level,
from," he said, shaki ng hi head. '1
belie ves John son has a real chan ce.
didn't ven play aroun d wi_th anybody
"I like Josh a lot," said Tolln er, who
saying I was going to try for ~ e draft I
saw John son plent y in 2006 when he
didn't think twice about leaving after last
e rved as analy st on USD 's radio
year."
broad casts . ''I'm not sure, if he came
Rum or have cea d. He's a senio r. out Ia t year, he would have
gone on
Ciao. But th r is some buzz that this
the fir t day of the draft. Too many
terrific talen t migh t have a ch ance to
quest ion mark s regar ding comp etiplay on unday s, or what ever other
tion. But I do think he's capab le of beday the NFL now work s. And five
ing a first-day guy. He has enou gh
year ago, when he was quart erbac kam1, a lot of athlet icism , and he's
ing Oakla nd Tech High , that would
grow n.
have been unthi nkabl e.
"I don't see wher e he's not a legiti"All he basically did in high school
mate prosp ect It's just hard to judge
was hand off to Mars hawn Lynch," Car- him becau se so many of his game
s are
aghe r said. Lynch, a star tailback at Cal, · out of whac k, over by halftime.
I'm trywas Buffalo' first-round draft choic e
ing to get him into the East- West
this year. "Jo h was !>-11, 165 soaki ng
Shrin e Game . It could make a big difwet"
feren ce as to wher e he goes in the
John son agree s with the soaki ngdraft. ''
wet thing . "I was !>-11, mayb e 155," he
A Tolln er put it, John son is "a great
said. "By the time I got here, I was 6
succ s tory.' But the story is not
feet, 170."
ov r.
And now? He's 6-2, 205. "Still not big
enou gh," argue s Johns on, 21, who will Nick Canep
a: (6 19) 293-1 397;
be big enou gh. Anyb ody see Doug
nick.canepa@uniont rib.com
Flutie?
.
John on has a stron g ann. He's accurat e. He has great feet What he
doesn 't have is comp etitio n.
"I think he can play at the next level," Cara gher said. "Not only does he
have a stron g am1 and qui k relea se,
he's smar t, very good at recog nizin g
cover age and findin g the weak link."
It will be fascin ating to see how NFL
couts take to John on. The football
guys will find you, no matte r wher e
you are- and who you'r e playing. But
it figure s John son may have to impress in po tseas on work outs and possibly all-star game , if he's invite d. And
he shoul d be .
'Tm xpect ing that," J ohns on says.
"I don't have to go on the field and do
omet hing I haven 't done, becau se it's
not going to help me. After this, my 'A'
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QB Johnson suspended

:for USD season opener
It seems
stop USD
Johnson 1s to le
. self.
Yesterday, the two-time
• Pioneer Football League Offensive Player of the Year was
suspended by head coach
Ron Caragher for one game
foi- breaking team rules. Neither Johnson nor Caragher
would say what rule was broken or when it happened.
Johnson, a senior and one
' of the team's four captains,
will have to sit out the season
opener and let backup Andrew Rolin lead the offense
Saturday at Azusa Pacific.
"I am upset about it r feel
like I let my teammates
down," Johnson said. "Especially being one of the leaders
on this team, it is real disappointing. It was an unfortunate circumstance."
Said Caragher: "We have
team rules and regulations,

ytime someone steps
ounds it is my job as a
enforce them.
"It is a setback, unfortunately, that happened. He just
made a mistake."
Johnson had started 24
straight games for the Toreros, leading them to a 22-2
record and back-to-back midmajor national championships.
He runs and throws equally
well, passing for 6,576 yards
and 70 touchdowns over a
two-year span. He rushed for
720 yards and 11 touchdowns
in 2006. But now it is Rolin's
turn to lead the Toreros.
"I am confident in Andrew,
I am confident he can do what
we need from the quarterback
position and we can be successful," Caragher said.
Rolin appeared in six
games last season, completing 4-of-7 passes for 38 yards.
_ _ _ _w

Brandon Meachum is a
Union-Tribune intern.
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Caragher puts his footb all
MEE T THE NEW BOS S U~D coach Ron ice. The Toreros open
pract
of
day
team t hrough its paces on the first
Contreras/ Union-Tribune
t he season Sept. 1 at Azusa Pacific. Eduardo
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USO football favorite
Th Pioneer Football League Pre ea on Coache ' poll how USD a the favorit to win th
con£ r nc . Drake wa picked cond, Davidson got the third-plac nod and Dayton wa
chosen fourth. Morehead State, Jacksonville ,
Butler and Valparaiso round out the bottom
half of the preseason poll. USD, which ha won
the la t two PFL champion hips, return 14 starter and 46 player from la t season's 11-1 squad.

/
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Both football, family count
to the Toreros' new coach
By Brandon Meachum

USD's new football coach, first and
fore most, is a family man.
Ye terday, the day before Ron Caragher expects at least 100 players at the
first practice, his three son and wife
were in the Toreros' football offices
Shortly after he was hired Jan. 9,
Caragher added about 10· more "sons"
to his brood.
Following in the successful footsteps of Jim Harbaugh, Caragher wanted to quickly build solid relationships
with retuming players. So he invited
them to hi home.
Every r turning member of last season' tean1 came to his house, met his
family and started to build a relationship outside the football field, so that
this fall th y would be better on it
"We really didn't get into football
specific too much. We talked about
school and their degree, about their
goals and dreams and lifelong what
they want d to do," Caragher said.
"We wanted to get to know them and
give them a chance to get to know me.
You have to build that relationship.
When you don't know someone, that
trust is not established."
Caraghe r wants to build trust in his
playe rs quickly, so the tran ition
doesn't hamper USD's on-field performance. The team, 22-2 the last two
seasons, has won back-to-back midmajor national chan1pionships.
Not exactly an ea y task to follow,
but with a host of returning players,
Caragher has high hopes.
"Based on the leadership we have in
the senior cla s, and the players we
have in the program, I am very confident," Caragher said. 'This team will
give their best effort and play hard, and
whatever that turns into, wins and
losses I don't get hung up on."
The team returns prominent seniors
Josh Johnson, the Pioneer Football
League' 2006 Offen ive Player of the

Year, at quarterback; Jordan Paopao, a
2006 midmajor All-American at center;
and Wes Doyle, also a 2006 midmajor
All-American at wide receiver.
· With 14 starte rs returning, many
believe the team has a chance to once
again win the league title.
At this point, Caragher prefe rs not to
talk about win and losses. Instead he
is more interested in the process of
getting this team to work hard.
He quoted legendary coach John
Wooden, saying: "If you take care of
the process, the desired end result will
usually come."
While the leader at the top has
changed at USD, many of the Toreros'
assistant coaches have stayed on. Defensive coordinator Dave Adolph, who
led the defe nse to a Top 25 standing
nationally in 12 statistical categories, is
back in the same position. So are Ed
Lamb; special teams coach and recruiting coordinator, and Jinlmie Dougherty, quarterbacks coach and passing coordinator.
Notable new coaches at USD include
offensive line coach Todd Washington
and defensive line coach Jon Sumrall.
The staff believes that the continuity of
the program mixed with Caragher's
philosophy is a winning formula.
'The transition is not a big deal at
all," Washington said. "We are like a
big fanlily here. We don't always agree
on · eve rything. but in the end we do
what is best for the players."
As camp starts today, Caragher and
the assistants will start incorporating
guys into the family. But in the
. the new
meantime the coach says to expect
good things.
''We are going to h:ive a spirited
atmosphere, a fanlilylike atmosphere
and a quest for excellence," Caragher
said."
Brandon Meachum is a Union· Tribune intern
in the sports department.
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~ect USD defense to be
fast and nasty - or 'fasty'
a;v Brandon Meachum
'
'. If "tasty" were a real word, that would
b~ the easiest way to describe USD's
defensive unit Courtesy of reigning coPioneer Football League Defensive
Player of the Year, Eric Bakhtiari, the
word combines fast and nasty, two elements the senior defensive end says the
Toreros defense will use to wreak havoc
on opposing offenses.
Even with new head coach Ron Caragher coming in to lead the team, the
defensive unit will look very similar to
last year's version. Back is defensive
coordinator Dave Adolph. Back is Bakhtiari, who led the team in sacks (8.5) and
tickles for loss (23.5).
, Also returning is the unit's penchant
for ridiculous grooming habits during
f4ll camp that they say is great for bonding. Two years ago it was a dyed Fu
Manchu. Last year it was a regular mustache. This year's group has decided to
go with a mohawk.
"We all know and understand our job.
When everyone executes it, it can be a
lot of fun here," starting linebacker Ronnie Pentz said.
Hairstyles aside, this team looks to be
active and polished as a unit, as Adolph
has kept the same schemes from last
year. Right now, he says, he is unsure of
how good the defense can be, because a
few nagging injuries have kept numerous players off the practice field at
times.
The team has had to deal with leg

injuries to both starting defensive
backs, Gabe Derricks and Ben Hannula,
that have hampered their preparation
thus far. Linebacker Hanner Hart has
also missed multiple practices with a leg
injury. Adolph says he expects the team
should be completely healthy in time for
Saturday's 7 p.m. opener at Azusa Pacific.

Last season, the Toreros were ranked
No. 1 in six statistical defensive categories in the Pioneer Football League.
They allowed the fewest points (12.4),
fewest yards rushing (100.4), fewest
yards passing (169.0), along with leading the league in turn,,vers, pass efficiency and total defense.
The team lost four starters from last
year's team, but returns plenty of experience. Along with Bakhtiari and Pence,
the team returns senior linebacker Tyler Evans, junior safety Patrick O'Neill,
junior lineman Chris Gianelli and Derricks, who was the PFL Freshman of
the Year.
This season, Caragher expects the
continuity and cohesiveness of the unit
to be key.
"There has been so much success
that the previous coaching staff has had,
I wanted to keep as much of that continuing and that started with bringing
back Dave (Adolph) and some key seniors are coming back," Caragher said.
"It is hard to find weak links in this
defense; they play hard and smart"
Brandon Meachum is a Union-Tribune intern.
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Flipping channels
• MattVasgersian and
Channel 4 San Diego have exercised a mutual contract option for 2008, meaning Vasgersian and Mark Grant will be
together for a seventh season.
• Attendance this week at
Petco Park might have been
disappointing, but the ratings
on Channel 4 were big- 7.9,
8.7 and 8.7. The season average
is up to 7.1; the last three seasons finished with averages between 6.4 and 6.6.
• After four years at KFMB
Channel 8, Jaymee Sire is leaving- but not immediately.
Since she won't begin her new ·
job at Comcast Sports Net in
the Bay Area until January,
she11 be working on a freelance basis at KFMB through
the end of the yew".
• USD and XX Soorts Radio
made a big deal about ffierr new ' - - - - - - - - - - '
contract that would put Toreros
hoops on XX and football on
San Diego 1700. So the first
football game i~ at 7 tomorrow
night, and guess where you
can't hear it. Two other games
also will be farmed out to XESSAM (620) because 1700 is carrying- wait for it- Galaxy
soccer! I'm sure ifSDSU Athlet- .
ic Director JetJSchemmel
would say anything to USD
counterpart Ky Snyder, it
would be, "Get used to it."
Jay Posner: (619) 293-1834;
jay.posner@uniontrib.com
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Sp or ts Me dia JAY POSNER

Aztecs one short
of two-man booth

John ston; and Dick Stock ton
dropp ing to No. 3 with Bria n
Baldinger. Matt Vasgersian
again will work with JC Pearast time I check ed, San
bet that chan ges very soon.
son
Diego State 's first football
(El Cami no High) on the
One other possi ble candi date
No. 5 team , whic h mean s he11
game was sched uled for
could be Akba r Gbaja-Biamila,
. Sept 8- three week s from tosee a lot of the Lions and Vika form er Aztec s stand out
morrow.
ings.
•
(1998-2002) who earne d a deThe quest ion is whet her the
• Vasg ersian was back in the
gree in comm unica tions and
Chan nel 4 San Diego booth for
schoo l will have selec ted a rawent on to play for the Raide rs
dio color analy st by then.
and Char gers. But he's curre nt- last night 's Padre s game after
missi ng four game s on Fox
I'm starti ng to have my
ly in camp with the Miam i Dolbusin ess. He11 be gone again
doub ts.
phins.
Officials from SDSU and
Then again, the way this pro- tonig ht and tomo rrow while
work ing Cardinals-Cubs for
Clear Chan nel met yeste rday to cess is going
, if Gbaja-Biamila
Fox, and then retur n to Petco '
discu ss the situation, but no de- fails to make
the team , he still
Park for Sund ay's home stand ficision was reach ed. Of cours e.
migh t have time to get the
nale.
So much for gettin g that 21'
SDSU position. With a week 's
day advan ce fare to Seattle.
vacation in betw een.
• What 's the point of ChanMayb e they'll just have Ted
nel 4 havin g its "Pitc h Track "
Leitn er - desig nated but not
Flipping channels
tech nolo gy- or "Happy
officially anno unce d as the play• Tomo rrow 's Charg~rsTrack
," as Tony Gwynn called
by-play voice - call the whol e
Rams "gam e" is on CBS at 5
it one night, refer encin g the
~ e by himself. Altho ugh I'd
p.m. with Ian Eagle and Phil
Carl' s Jr. mas cot- if it's not goe willing to bet Leitn er migh t
Simm s anno uncin g. By the
want some extra coin for that.
way, does CBS think it was fool- ing to use it in impo rtant situations, such as the 3-1 pitch to
At this time last week Ted
ing anyo ne by including LaRob Mack owia k on Wedn esTolln er was consi dered the
Dain ian Tom linso n in its proday (the one Mark Grant said
leadi ng candi date, at least by
mos for that game , when
was
close r to Balboa and Conthose at SDSU, but the form er
every one know s LT neve r plays
voy)?
Aztecs coach had made a previ- in exhibitions
? Very weak.
ous comm itmen t to conti nue as
• Char gers- Seah awks was a
• Every game from the Little
USD's analyst.
bust Sund ay on NBC, draw ing
Leag ue Worl d Serie s will be in
That leave s the following
just a 4.1 national Niels en rathigh definition on ESPN,
trio, whic h 111 list in alphabetiing, a significant 29 perce nt deESPN 2 or ABC, with all but one
cal order , since trying to rank
creas e from a Redskins-Benairing live. The team from Mex- '
their chan ces would be futile:
gals game (5.8) played on the
icali will play its pool game s at
• Mike Costa: A Clear Chan- same Sund ay
a year ago. That
10 a.m. tomo rrow (ESPN), 5
nel empl oyee alrea dy slated to
conti nued a trend from last
p.m. Mond ay (ESPN2) and 10
be the sideline repor ter, but he year when
three of NBC 's five
a.m. Tues day (ESPN). The incould earn a prom otion to the
lowest-rated telec asts featu red
terna tiona l semifinals are at
booth . As far as I know, he has
the Char gers. The local rating
noon Wedn esday and Thur sno exper ience as an analyst.
was a stron g 15.6. '
day.
• Lee Hamilton: Anot her
• Fox made an anno unceClear Chan nel empl oyee who
ment yeste rday that was as pre• Chan nel 4 anno unce d its
serve d as a play-by-play voice
dictable as it was unfortunate:
first five game s for "CIF Footfor the Aztec s and Char gers.
Ryan Seac rest will be the "en- ball Friday," begin ning Aug. 31
But how would he play as a
tertai nmen t host" for the Supe r with Carls bad vs. St. Augu stine
No. 2, especially along side Leit- Bowl XI.JI
and conti nuing with Ocea nside ,
prega me show on
ner, whom he used to call "red- Feb. 3. One
at La Costa Cany on (Sept. 7),
can only imag ine
dy Lightweight," amon g other
how"Amer ican ldol-ized" that
Carls bad at Helix (Sep t 14), Es- ,
dispa ragin g terms ?
day will be on Fox.
cond ido at RBV (Sep t 21) and
• Jim l..aslavic: The longt ime
• Also this week , Fox said
Gros smon t at Valhalla
soort s direc tor at KNSD ChanBan y Swit7.er would join its
(Sept. 28). All game s start at 7
' 7/39 is clearly the most
NFL prega me show, ensur ing
p.m. but will be show n on tape
...ialified man for the job, in
there will be more talk abou t
after a Padre s game. Remain- ,
t~rm s of football know ledge ,
colle ge football's BCS, whic h
ing game s will be selec ted 2-3
expe rienc e as a playe r and ana- just happ ens to
be on Fox. The week s in advance. Steve Quis
lyst and ability to work with
netw ork also reshuffled the
and Chri s Ello will anno unce
Leitner. He said yeste rday he
pecki ng order of its announcthe first game , with Ello and an ,
hadn 't been conta cted regar ders, with Kenn y Albe rt movi ng analyst TBA hand ling the next ·
ing the job, but I'd be willing to up to No. 2 along
four.
side Daryl

L

• Dan Patr ick concl udes
eight years on ESPN Radio and !
18 at ESPN with a final radio
show at 10 a.m. today on ESPN
Radio 800. No repla ceme nt has .
been name d ... The annu al
Lake rs exhibition at the Spor ts
Aren a will be on national 1V
this year, with TNT carry ing
the Oct. 25 game again st Utah.
• If you'r e not one of the
40,000 or so plann ing to be at
Del Mar on Sunday, ESPN2
will have live cover age of two
races , including the $1 million
Pacific Classic, durin g a onehour show that starts at 4 p.m.
But don't expe ct to get a great
view of the races . Base d on
some of the high came ras
ESPN was using earlie r this
summ er at Sarat oga and Arlington, durin g at least part of eac,h
race you11 feel as thoug h you re
watch ing from the Don Dieg o
Towe r. You know, wher e everyone want s to sit to see a big
race.
Jay Posner: (619) 293-1834;
jay .posner®uniontrib.com
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ESPNU addition boosts digital cable

When you're building a cable TV network, securing San
Diego - the most-cabled market in the United States - is
a big mOVf~.
So when Cox Communications and Time Warner Cable
came on board with ESPNU
earlier this week, it was a big
deal for the network.
''It took a while, but we're
really happy to get this done,"
said Burke
Magnus,
vice president and
general
manager of
ESPNU..
"No doubt,
getting into the
Southern
California
market,
MAFFEI
getting Cox
and Time
Warner on board is impor~ant."
ESPNU launched in March
2005 and carries no fewer
than 300 live events a season
and up to 650 events overall.
It will take a little work,
and a little cash, for San
Diego viewers to get ESPNU.
Like ESPN Classic, CSTV and
the mtn., ESPNU is available
only to digital cable subscribers, and you need to purchase the sports tier.
It's a little pricey, but if you
enjoy college sports, the package - especially with ESPNU
on board now-is worth it.
ESPNU has agreements
with most of the top conferences - Big Ten, Big 12, Atlantic Coast, Southeastern and
Big East. And it touches most
of the smaller conferences.
"Our focus is on mass-appeal sports - football, men's
and women's basketball,"
Magnus said. "Those sports
are at the top of the food
chain for us. But we carry
quite an array of NCAA
championships - 22 in all."
Those championships in.ide ice hockey, lacrosse, baseball, softball and volleyball.
In the spring, ESPNU carried the NCAA baseball playoffs from the San Diego Regional.
ESPN2 and ESPNU just
announced that those net-

THIS WEEKEND'S BEST BET

BILL WECHTER /

Recharging

Greg Camarillo ($2) and the Chargers weren 't able to pull in a victory during Sunday's preseason opener
against Seattle, so they'll try again on Saturday at St. Louis. The game will be televised at 5 p.m. on Ch. 8.

works will carry the inaugural
Anaheim Classic, an eightteam men's basketball event
from the Anaheim Convention Center in November.
The teams intjude USC,
Southern Illinois, Miami
(Ohio), Tennessee Chattanooga, UC Irvine, South Alabama, Mississippi State and
the University of San Diego.
"We want to give San
Diego programming relevant
to San Diego," Magnus said.
Because San Diego State
and the Mountain West Conference are locked into an incredibly bad deal with the
mtn., USD will get the bulk of
the coverage on ESPNU in
San Diego.
ESPNU also has a high
school football package that
will include the Oct. 12 PowayTorrey Pines game. And former Torrey Pines and Palomar
College star quarterback Tom
Luginbill is ESPNU's high
school football expert.
"Our big thing is that we
believe fans want to see
•
games," Magnus said. "Cer-

tainly ~e have our share of
shows, but for us, games are
where it's at."

Reversing his field
Former USC and San Diego
State football coach Ted Tollner, who was believed to be the
frontrunner for the radio analyst job next to Ted Leitner on
Aztecs games on KOGO (600),
has agreed to return as color
analyst on USD broadcasts.
Tollner, who called USD
games last season, joins Chris
Ello on CASH 1700 after San
Diego State officials failed in
their efforts to get him back
on the Aztecs' team. Previous
commitments will force Tollner to miss three USD games.
Tollner's decision leaves
SDSU back at square one,
with the talk of Leitner and
Lee "Hacksaw" Hamilton
teaming up growing louder.
The Aztecs open their seas.on on Sept. 8 at Washington
State.

Racing from Del Mar
The Breeders' Cup Chal-

lenge and its "Win and You're
In" format - in which a race

winner automatically qualifies for the $23 million Breeders' Cup World Championship
- will be carried by ESPN2
at 4 p.m. Sunday from the Del
Mar Racetrack.
The races are the Grade I
$1 million Pacific Classic and
a pair of Grade Il events, t:he
$200,000 Pat O'Brien Handicap and the $300,000 Del Mar
Handicap.
Highlighting the Pacific
Classic is an attempt by Lava
Man to win the Southern California handicap triple - the
Santa Anita Handicap, the
Hollywood Gold Cup and the
Pacific Classic - for a second
straight year.
Kenny Mayne will host the
show along with analysts Jerry
Bailey and Randy Moss and
reporter Jeannine Edwards.
John Maffei 's TV/ Radi o Colu mn
appears every Friday. He can be
·reached at (760) 7 40-354 7 or
jmaffei@nctimes.com. Comme
93
sports.nctimes.com.
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USD to pl~y USC

,on Thanksgiying
,
ment this year and Miami also
was a tournament qualifier.
'This is a terrific opportuThe USD men's basketball nity for our program," said
team will face USC on first-year USD coach Bill
Nov. 22, Thanksgiving Day, at Grier.
'The field is impressive with
the Anaheim Convention Center in the last of four games on USC, Southern Illinois and
the opening day of the inaugu- Mississippi State all Top 25-calral Anaheim Classic, it was iber teams. We are excited to
play USC on Day One."
announced yesterday.
The eight-team, 12-game
USC has one of the most
event is being sponsored by sought-after recruits in the naESPN Regional 1V, and all tion in guard OJ. Mayo joingames will be shown on ei- ing the NCAA Tournament
ther ESPNU or ESPN2. The veterans.
USD-USC game, scheduled
"What Tun Floyd has done
for 9 p.m., is ticketed for up there in a short amount of
ESPN2.
time, to get them on the naOther teams in the tourna-· tional level, is impressive,"
ment are Southern Illinois, Grier said.
Miami of Ohio, South AlaUSD figures to feature the
bama, Tennessee-Chattanoo- returning inside/outside comga, Mississippi State and UC bination of juniors Brandon
Johnson and Gyno Pomare.
Irvine.
The latter, an El Camino
On the second day of the
tournament, Nov. 23, USD High product, is coming
will be matched against either along well in his recovery
from surgery to repair a foot
Miami or South Alabama.
The tournament concludes problem last spring.
on Nov. 25.
USD is expected to release
USC and Southern Illinois its 2007-08 schedule soon,
advanced to the Sweet Six- possibly as early as next
teen of the
. NCAA Touma- week.
By Hank Wesch
STAFF' WRITER

.
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Basketball finals back at Cox
By Steve Brand
STAFF WRITER

and 9,000 - was in 1999 when
South Bay rivals Bonita Vista
and Southwest squared off.

With the West Coast Conference basketball championships
being staged at USD this winter, San Diego Section Commissione r Dennis Ackerman
announced yesterday that the
high school championships will
return to Cox Arena.
San Diego State's larger
building was host to the title
games from 1998-2004 before
moving to Jenny Craig Pavilion.
"We're definitely going to
Cox Arena this year and we're
hoping to have a two- or threeyear deal," said Ackerman, noting that the WCC championships are a two-year commitment.
''We11 work out the logistics
later, but we're very pleased."
Ackerman recalled that the
largest crowd to attend a section basketball championship
- estimated at between 8,000
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End Zone to Danger Zone
ByRAYGLIER

Early Doucet watched kickoffs sail over his head as forbidden fruit and land unreturnable past the end zone.
Doucet, a wide receiver and kick returner for Louisiana State, would trudge to the 20-yard line with the
Tigers' offense to start another possession in the same monotonous field position.
"I got frustrated with it," Doucet said.
Some of that frustration could end this season because of a new rule that moves the kickoff team back 5
yards to its 30, possibly meaning shorter kicks, more returns and better starting positions for the offense.
It could, however, come at a steep price.

The kickoff return is one of football's most exciting plays, but it is also one of its most dangerous because of
the high-speed collisions between players. Defensive players have 40 to 45 yards to pick up speed. Tackles
and blocks can come at angles that leave players unable to protect themselves.
"The most violent play in all of football is the kickoff, " Purdue Coach Joe Tiller said. "So now we're moving
back 5 yards so that we can create more G-forces as these kids are running into each other."
Tiller, a past member of an N.C.A.A. committee on health and safety, disagreed with the rule change. He
said it seemed contrary to the N.C.A.A.'s effort to create a safer game.
"What it's going to do, it's going to have a few more injuries that we didn't have in the past and maybe a few
more kicks will be returned," Tiller said. ''I'm not in favor. "
Ky Snyder, the athletic director at the University of San Diego and a member of the N.C.A.A.'s Football
Rules Committee, said that a trainer took part in the committee's discussion of the safety risks associated
with the rule. "It was discussed, and we still felt it was a good rule change," Snyder said.
Mike Clark, the coach at Bridgewater (Va.) College and the chairman of the rules committee, said part of the
reason for the rule change was to cut back on the number of touchbacks, which lengthen games but do not
take time off the clock. Clark said 60 percent of the kickoffs in Division I-A in 2006 ended in touchbacks.
Eliminating the dead time associated with touchbacks was important, Clark said, because the N.C.A.A.
dropped one of its other time-saving measures, reverting to pre-2006 rules dealing with changes of
possession. Last season, after a change of possession, the clock started when the ball was placed by the
officials, and many coaches complained that that took away too many plays, about 13 or 14 a game, from the
offense. This year, the clock will start on the snap of the ball.
The N.C.A.A. has tried other tactics to reduce touchbacks. Before the 2006 season, the height of kicking tees
was lowered to 1 inch from 2 inches, but the number of touchbacks increased to 2,125 from 2,115 in 2005.
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Dr. James P. Bradley, the head team physician for the Pittsburgh Steelers and a member of the N.F.L.'s
safety committee, did a study in 2002 using data gathered by the N.F.L. that showed there was a higher
chance for anterior cruciate ligament knee injuries on special-teams plays compared with other plays.
The five-year study (1994-98) showed that passing plays accounted for 32-4 percent of A.C.L. injuries,
running plays 28.2 percent and special-teams plays 31.7 percent, even though the special teams are typically
on the field for fewer plays.
"They have a full head of steam, and the collisions are going to be greater," said Bradley, who also is a
clinical associate professor of orthopedic surgery at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. "If you
are going to promote more returns, then you are going to have more players involved in plays, so you should
expect more injuries."
Bradley said the N.F.L. kept its injury data confidential.
Harold King, a trainer for 10 years with the Atlanta Falcons, said he did not need to see the data to know
there was a risk for more injuries.
''I'm not worried about the A.C.L.'s as much as I am the concussions from giving these guys 5 more yards of
speed to run into each other and increasing the number of times they can do that, maybe by four to six more
returns a game," said King, who supervises high school athletic trainers for Children's Healthcare of Atlanta.
"The technology is available for the N.C.A.A. to monitor the impact on shoulder pads and helmets, and I
think they should study it."
In the meantime, coaches are adjusting to a rule change that will change tactics from kickoff to final whistle.
"That kick's going to land about the 9-yard line now," Florida Coach Urban Meyer said. "That's significant.
That's when you start talking about the field position, opportunity to score, percentages to score, things that
most teams take very serious. It's going to have a major impact. I'm also evaluating how we defer, take the
ball, whatever we do to maintain the plan to win."
Kentucky Coach Rich Brooks said teams that had used third-string players and walk-ons on their kicking
teams would probably start using more defensive starters.
"It's going to be one of the most significant rule changes to come about in recent years, maybe in a decade in
college football," Brooks said. "Very few teams will have a guy who can kick it into the touchback area or out
of the end zone.
"You're going to see offenses starting with a lot better field position. You're going to see scoring averages go
up because of this rule change. You're going to see a lot more gimmicks on kickoff coverage. By gimmicks,
I'm talking with pooch kicking, possible squib kicking. "
Copyright 2007 The New York Times Company
Privacy Policy

2 of2

I

Search

I

Corrections

I

RSS 11 First Look

I ~I

Contact Us

I

Work for Us

I

Site Map

8/27/2007 10:03

I

97

SAN DIEGO CLIPPING
SD Union Tribune

AUG 2 2 2007

USD
Coach: Seamus Mcfadden
career record: 283-202-11 (29th year)
2006tumrec onl: 10-8-1, 5-6-1, fifth
West Coast Conference
Ret.nlncJ starten/letteruwll■iers;
8/15
NCAAtourn ey...,.....ces /la
11/2003
THIii outlook: The Toreros look to
improve after experiencing a paradox last
year, when they outscored the opposition
47-25 but didn't dominate in the
standings. Defensive leadership falls to
sophomores Tim Grey and Sam Reeder,
who earned wee honorable mention last
season. With the graduation of Lance
Friesz, junior Krion Briones is the heir
apparent in goal after logging limited but
effective playing time last year. Senior
Dustin Guerrero provides leadership at
midfield plus scoring punch. Promising
freshman Brandon Kelley, from Redmond,
Wash., should add to the attack as part of
the Toreros' ongoing Northwest pipeline.
On the sideline, former Sockers indoor
playing great and coach Brian Quinn joins
the Toreros staff as an assistant coach
alongside fellow aide Mike Nicholson.
Confennc:e outlooll: The Toreros are on
the rise, according to the wee preseason
coaches poll, which tabbed them to finish
third in the seven-team league. Defending
champion Santa Clara, which reached the
NCAA quarterfinals a year ago, was
picked to win its 10th conference crown.
-GLAETHIEN
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"Guerrero is
reaching his
goals with
theToreros
By Glae Thlen
SPECIAL TO THE UNION-TRIBUN E

The top returning scorer for the USO
men's soccer team this season is a former walk-on known a T-bone.
Senior midfielder Dustin Guerrero,
from the old Marian Catholic High, received his nickname for going after the
ball with the zeal of a canine seeking
·
select beef.
"He has been a great asset to this
team," said Toreros coach Seamus
McFadden, whose squad opens the season on Aug. 31 against Cal. "He has an
incredible work rate."
The 6-foot, 159-pound Guerrero recorded four goals and three assists last
eason as part as a balanced attack that
produced 47 goals for the Toreros
(10-8-1), the highest-scoring team in the
West Coast Conference.
The team's top returning scorer
would have been Ciaran O'Brien, who
had six goals and four assists as a freshman. But he left for defending NCM
champion UC Santa Barbara despite
coming to USO as one of three Washington recruits who sought to stay together in college.
Guerrero originally arrived at Alcala
Park without any ties to the soccer
team. He ub equently joined the Toreros for spring drill during his freshman
year, and he became a cholarship player two y ar later.
''I have a lot of respect for Dustin,"
said McFadden, who remember scouting Guerrero when the latter was a
youth player. "Sometimes, you can be
wrong (in recruiting), but he's grown a
couple of inches. He's definitely a late
bloomer. "
From la t y ar's Washington trio, defender ,Tun Gray earned WCC honorable mention and forward Chase Tangney had limited playing time.
,I/I
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USO picked third

The Univers ity of San
Diego men's soccer team was
picked to finish third in the
West Coast Conference's preseason coaches poll.
Santa Clara was selected as
the preseason favorite to capture its second straight conference title. The Broncos received five first place votes and
tallied 35 overall points, while
San Francisco garnered the remaining two first place votes
and received 28 overall points.

--
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A PAIR OF POSITIVES
Returning Amy Epsten and transfer Jen Mello should help USD
By Glae Thlen, SPECIAL ro THE UNION-TRIBUN E

SD women's soccer standout Amy Epsten
knows well the transfer player who came
from San Diego State to join the Toreros this
season.
Aside from the fact that Jen Mello led the Aztec
in scoring her first two collegiate easons, there wa
the infamous "shorts incident" during last year's encounter between the schools.
ln the course of a hard-played
2-0 loss, Mello tugged down on the
shorts of an opposing midfielder.
"lt was very entertaining," Epsten said. "That's how we still
know her."
Mello drew a yellow card from
the referee, but at the same time,
admiration from the Toreros.
"I saw she was a good player, a J en Mello
good forward, feisty," said Epsten,
who is joined by Mello up front for the Torero , who
open the season Friday against Wake Forest.
"When we found that she was going to come, we
were excited to have her."
Mello still can't quite explain the whole episode.
"I just got caught up in the game," said Mello, a
junior who scored eight goals in each of the last two
seasons. "I was probably a little frustrated at the
time. I have no idea. I'm not really that emotional.
But I'm a competitive player, and I give it my all."
Mello came to USO following turmoil surrounding the Aztecs after last season. She was one of four

U

Aztec dismissed from the team amid allegations
that the staff asserted religious influence. Those
charges were rebuffed by a school investigation.
"My time there wa actually fun," MeUo said. "I
had a lot of good friends. To outside people, it
doesn't ound like I had a good experience there,
but I did my best to make the best of my two years
there. I haven't put it behind me, but I can't really
dwell on the past."
Mello, from Pleasanton, opted to stay in San Diego and help the Toreros in their bid to return to the
NCAA tournament after a two-year absence. A year
ago, USO (12-8, 34) tied for fifth in the West Coast
Conference.
Her arrival coincides with the return of Epsten, a
redshirt junior, who was sidelined last season by a
foot stress fracture. Each participated in the Toreros' spring season, getting a jump on the fall campaign.

Epsten, from Our Lady of Peace Academy, made
an immediate impact with the Toreros in 2004,
when she scored a team-high 10 goals and earned
honors as the WCC Freshman of the Year.
ln Epsten's absence last season, midfielder Leigh
Ann.Robinson tepped up to lead USO with a car er-high nine goals along with seven assists. An alum of Mt. Carmel High, Robinson is back for her senior sea on.
"Now it will be about us getting after teams," said
fifth-yearToreros coach Ada Greenwood. 'There
are going to be a lot of match up problems for a lot of
team if we play to our potential. That's the exciting
thing."
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Amy Epsten Is back on t he field for USD after missing 2006 with an injury. Peggy Peattie/ Union-Tribune
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2007 Div. I collef)e
women's outlook

USD

I'

women
Coach: Ada Greenwood
Career record: 39-36-7 (fifth
year)

2006 team record: 12-8, 3-4,

,f
'1

tied for fifth in the West Coast
Conference

Returnln9
starters/letter•wlMers: 8/19
NCAA tourney
appearances/last: 7/2004
Team outlook: Freshman forward

Ashleigh Shoughro of Las Vegas
adds to the offensive firepower '
already bolstered by the transfer
of junior Jen Mello from San
Diego State and the return of
red shirt junior Amy Epsten from
,1
injury. The returning scoring
leader is senior Leigh Ann
Robinson, a midfielder known to
move up front. She earned
AII-WCC first-team accolades last
season with nine goals. Also
strong at midfield are
· sophomores Hallie Huston (La
Jolla Country Day) and Christine
Mock. Senior Vanessa Villa (La
Costa Canyon) helps anchor the
defense along with junior Allison ,
Wolters and sophomore Natalie
Vinti (Cathedral Catholic). Senior 1
Karen Cook and junior Brittany
Cameron offer proven quality in
goal after sharing starting duties
last season.
Conference outlook: Senior
All-American Angie Woznuk, from
the old USDHS, helps lead wee
favorite Portland, which was
picked fourth in three national
preseason polls. The Toreros
were tabbed for fourth in the
conference, while defending
champion Santa Clara should also
contend for its 10th league title. ··
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•NOTEBOOK
King and WIT could land here
By Jerry Ma,ee, STAFF WRITER

(

The Acura Classic having been lost to the
San Diego area, Billie Jean King said she is
open to locating a World Team Tennis franchise here.
King's prac_tice has been to avoid placing
teams in locales where there were professional tournaments . "I couldn't do that to
Jane Stratton and Raquel Giscafre," said
King, citing the women who since 1984 have
offered a Sony Ericsson WTA Tour event at
the La Costa Resort and Spa and other local
venues.
With the Acura having been contested for
the final time at La Costa - its Tier I designation has been sold to the tour - King
considers herself free to operate here
should she so choose. She has not made a
determinatio n concerning the matter.
WTT has a history in San Diego. In 1984
and 1985, the San Dieg::i Buds were the WTT
champions.
.
This year's winners were the Sacramento
Capitals, 24-20 overtime winners over the
New York Buzz in the final of the WIT
playoffs in Roseville, near Sacramento . The
Capitals' singles players were Elena Llkhovtseva and Sam Warburg, a former Stanford
star.

Astaff chan9e
At US,12, Tom Hagedorn has a new assi
tant men's coach. He is David Anderton ,.__ _ _ _ _ _ __,
32, who is coming in after four seasons at the
University of Miami. •Anderton was named
"Assistant Coach of the Year" last season at
Miami. He replaces Robby Blair, a form er
USO player who has returned to his native
South Africa.
Hagedorn, meantime, has awarded grants to
two freshmen, Dean Jackson from Germany and
Jose Manuel Munoz from Mexico.· "Both of
those guys are physical talents," Hagedorn said.
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Sun fin ally sets on Sunwaves' season
By Phillip Brents
PORTS ED ITOR

The San Diego Sun waves' 2-1
loss to the Seattle Sounders July
27 at Southwestern College in
the W-League's Western Conference playoff match ended an otherwise brilliant season for the
club- one that fell just short of
advancing to the W-League's Final Four championship tournament held last weekend in
Rochester, N.Y.
"We had our chances. We were
just unlucky," Sunwaves head
coach Elio Bello said after the disappointing loss to the Sounders. "I
think Seattle ca me out really
strong. We knew it was going to be
a tough game. It was a great season. We still won our division. I
think we came out a little flat. But
we definitely set a benchmark for
next season. We raised the bar.
We'll have some quality players
·
again next season."
The Sunwaves, which had defeated the Sounders. 2-0, in the
regular season finale for both
clubs July 22 at US.8 to claim
first place in the Western Conference standings and home field
for the single elimination playoff
game, engineered one of the most

dramatic turnarounds in the 35team league this past season after being purchased during the
preceding off-season by a group
of enthusia stic East County
youth soccer parents associated
with the Alliance Soccer Club.
The team, then known as the San
Diego Gauchos . had finished
dead last in the conference standings its previous two seasons
with 0-14 and 2-7-3 records.
The Sunwaves' 8-3-1 "worst to
first" regular season finish in 2007
earned Bello W-League Coach of
the Year honors and three players
berths on the Western Conference
All-Star team. The team's all-conference players included goalkeeper Sophia Perez, defender Lisa
Gomez, midfielder Kaitlin Miyake.
Gomez further earned honors as a
member of the W-League's allleague team
USD's Amy Epsten, the team's
scoring machine this season, gave

the hosts a 1-0 lead in the 30th
minute after driving a shot past
former WUSA San Diego Spirit
goalkeeper Carly Smolak. However, the Sounders, who were making
their fifth consecutive post-season
appearance in the W-League, answered quickly in the 34th minute
when Dani Bridges headed in a
jump ball in front of the Sunwaves
goal cage to tie the score.
In the 60th minute, Lyndsey Patterson converted a feed from fellow
all-conference pick Michelle
French for a 2-1lead Despite a flurry of Sunwaves chances, including
one that hit the crossbar in the dying minutes, that's how the final
score ended.
Bello stressed the Sunwaves had
much to be proud of and build upon, saying that all the players, including Mexican superstar Maribel Dominguez, want to come
back and play for the club next
year.
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